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"HERE are ſome pieces writ- 


ten and tranſlated by Doctor 


—— in the early parts of his 
fame, which I have not particu- 
larly mentioned in the following 
life, not chinking them poſſeſſed 


either of variety, or conſequence 


enough, to mark the progreſs 
of his reputation — They are, 


however, all fet down (as far 
as my information could lead me) 


in the annexed Catalogue of his 
Works. 


Some critics may Perhaps ob- 
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2. Je, that i in ſo Jong, and diſtin- 
guiſhed a Ife as that of Dr. Jun 
ſon, I have not, like Milton's 


biographers, followed him fran 
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houſe to houſe, and lodging to hedging, 


& 5h 


= or introduced the firſt copies of 
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his - moſt. celebrated, works, with 


all t hei cir eriginal blots and mierlinea- 


lan To more curious inquirers 


il 


1 conſign this taſk, | my. purpoſe: 


5 being "only to give a leich, aer 
fro the 1 ffe—by which the general 
character of the man, and of his 


7 
15 * 4 8 * 


writings, may be known. How 
have ſucceeded 3 in this, the public 


EY 


are to determine. . 


The AUTHOR. 
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HEN a man, celebrated for any 
extraordinary abilities, pays the laſt 
great debt to Nature, we become anxious to 
know his hiſtory—ſometimes with a view 
to explore thoſe gradual ſteps by which he 
roſe to celebrity, and ſometimes to maik 
thoſe infirmities which might diminiſh gene 
ral admiration, In either cafe. Biography 
mculcates this moral purpoſe—that it infirutts' 
by example. By the good, we are taught to = 
imitate their virtues - by the bad, to ſhun G 
their deformities; but when integrity and great 
a2il:ities unite in one man, he becomes not 
only a model for our imitation, but the ob- 
ject of our eſteem and reverence. 1 

| f | 9 


1 = 1 
To this /aft deſcription I am about to add 
a conſpieuous example, in the liſe of the late 
Dr. Samuel Johnſon, a man whoſe writings 
entitle him to the firſt rank in the claſſes of 
literature —his morals,” to the firſt claſſes 
among men. 

Samwel-Johnſan was born in Sept. 1709, 
in the Pariſh of St. Mary, Litchfield, 1199 
fordſhire, and chriſtened on the 5th of the 
ſaid month. His father's' name was Michael, 
and by the regiſter of his ſon's birth is ſtyled 
Gentleman, théugh it appears from a paſſage 
in the Lies of the Britith Poets, and is fur- 
ther confirmed by the remembrance of many 
now living, that he was a Bookſeller in the 
town of Litchfield. 

.. Of. the father there 1s little known except 
that his credulity; in the virtue of, the 
blood of, the. Stuarts was ſo great, that he 
hrought lus. ſag.,. Samuel up. to London at; 
four years of age, to be iroked for. the King's, 
exil. This ſtary I had heard before, but did. 
nat.. credit it; upon enquiry, however, 1 
found. Dr. Johnſon frequently, acknowledg- 
ed. it, and added, he was the laft perſon 
. tgpched, by Queen Anne for. that diſorder.” 

He received the firſt rudiments, of his edu- 
cation at the free ſchool of his native town, 
which at that time. flouriſhed * under the 
direction of. Mr. Hunter; and which, among 


T nt Newtay s Life, p. 8. 


other 


Ti:p-13 > 

other eminent men, produced Biſhop Small- 
ridge, Mr. Woolaſton, Biſhops Newton, 
Chief -]uftice- Wills, &c. It is generally. 
believed, that his early proficiency in litera- 
ture induced ſome perfons- belonging to the 
Cathedral to ſend him to Oxford. and to un- 
dertake tlie expence of finiſning his education 
tere, , | „ 

Certain it is he was admitted of Pembroke 
College on the 19th of October 1728, under 
the tuition of Dr. Adams *; and what is very 
extraordinary, though it is now near fifty- 
ſeven years ſince that period, the Doctor is 
ſtill living in the ſame College, and in toler - 
able good health. Mr. Johnſon was then 
nineteen years of age, and is ſuppoſed to have 
remained there not more than two years, 
having quitted the Univerſity without taking 
a degree. ? ; 
Whether an inability to continue the ex- 
pences of a College life, or a diſinclination- 
towards it, occaſioned his quitting Oxford ſo 
ſoon, I am not informed; but the former is 
generally ſuppoſed to have been the caſe . 
Whilſt there, however, his genius was not 
* Naſ's Hiſtory of Worceſterſnire. 

+ As a proof of this latter opinion, he has. been 
often ſeen with his naked feet appearing through. 
the upper-leathers of his ſhoes; yet once when a new 
pair was left at his door, he threw them away with in- 
dignation, diſdaining to actept of any thing ſo inde- 

licately obtruded on his neceſſity. 1 f. | 
„ B 2 unemployed : 
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unemployed : his College themes and decla- 
mations are ſtill remembered; and to theſe 
he added an elegant tranſlation. of ' Pope's. 


Meſſiah into Latin verſe. _ 7 


That his finances were inconſiderable at 


this time is further evident, as his firſt employ- 


ment after leaving the Univerſity, was that of 
an Uſher to the free ſchool at Market Boſ- 
worth in Leiceſterſhire, - under the direction 
of the famous Anthony Blackwall; probably 


at a ſalary of not more than from twenty to 


thirty pounds per year. Who that can feel for 


the depreſſion: of genius, but. will naturally 


lament, that a perſon ſo admirably fitted to 
inſtruct mankind ſhould be confined to fo 


limited a ſphere! Here, however, he had lei - 


ſure to devote himſelf. to literary purſuits; 
and here, it is believed, he laid in thoſe ſtores: | 
of knowledge which afterwards enabled him. 

to inform, to entertain, and improve the 


world. 


On the death of his principal, Mr. John- 
ſon went to Birmingham, and reſided in the 
houſe. of one Warren, where he wrote Eſſays 
in a Newſpaper, printed by his landlord ; all 
of which are now irrecoverably loſt, from 
that fugitive mode of publication. It was 


| here alſo he tranſlated © A Voyage to Abyl- 


finia, by Father Jerome Lobo,” and wrote 
thoſe elegant lines, On a Lady's pre- 
ſenting a Sprig of Myrtle to a Gentleman,” 
Generally imputed to Mr. Hammond. Theſe 
F | verſes, 


EY" I 
verſes, the Doctor very lately declared, were 
written at the requeſt of a friend, who was de- 
firous of ſupporting the character of a poet 
with his miſtreſs. 

About the beginning of the year 1735, Mr. 
Johnſon returned to his native town of Litch- 
field, and undertook the education of ſome 
young gentlemen there in the Belles Lettres, 
amongſt whom was the late celebrated David 
Garrick, then about the age of eighteen; and 
who, by his ſprightly talents and converſa- 
tion, became not only Johnſon's pupil, but 
his companion. 

This occupation, however, could not have 
laſted long; for, in the ſucceeding year, 1736, 
we find him advertifing to board and inſtruct 
young ' gentlemen in the Latin and Greek 
languages; at Edial, near Litchfield * ; but, 
whether from the diſappointment of ſo many 
ſchemes, or from ſome other cauſe, the fol- 
lowing year he came up to London, deter- 
mined to bring his abilities to a ſcene, where, 
as they would be ſooner and more accurately 
diſcovered, they would, of courſe, be ſooner 
and more liberally rewarded. 


„ See Gentleman's Magazine, 1736, p. 428—Ad- 
vertiſement. At Edial, near Litchfield in Stafford- 
ſhire, young gentlemen are boarded and taught the 


185 and Greek languages, by SAMUEL JOHN- 
8 g 
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Though the circumſtance of Mr. Joha- 


Park coming up to London, may be recorded 
As a ſingular event in the literary world, it is 


ſtill rendered more particular by that of his 
fellow - traveller, Who was no leſs than his 
pupil, Garrick. Both theſe remarkable ge- 
miuſes left Litchfield together, March, 1937, 
on the following 8 recommendation, 
from Mr. Walarftey, Regiſter of the Eccle- 
Naſtical court of Litehfield; to Mr. nen 
eclchrated mathematician n: 


To the Reverend Mr, Coreon.. 


| Litchfield, March 2, 757. 
40 Das Sin, I 


Ky 4: had-the rms yours, We 
am extremely obliged to you; but I cannot 
ſay I had a greater affection for you upon it 


chan I had before, being long finee, ſo much 


endeared to you, as well hy an early friend- 


mip, as by your many excellent and ee 


qualifications; and, had I a ſon of 


it would be my ambition, inſtead of — 
him to the Univerfaty, to diſpaſe of him as 


this young gentleman (meaning Garrick) is. 

He, and another neighbour of mine, one 
Mr. Samuel Johnſon, ſet out this morning 
for London together. Davy Garrick is to be 


with you early the next week, and Mr. John- 


ſon to try his fate with a tragedy, and to fee 
ko get himſelf. * in lome tranſlation, 
either 


1 
either from the Latin, or the French. John- 
ſon is a very good ſcholar and poet, and I 
have great hopes will turn out a fine tragedy- 
writer. If it ſhould any way lie in your way, 
doubt not but you would be ready to recom- 
mend and aſſiſt your countryman. 
* Waisen. 


It appears hn this letter, that Mr. Walmſ- 
ley had a very particular regard for Mr:John- 
ſon; and, tlrat this regard was mutual, and 
even not abated by death, appears from Mr. 
Johnſon's grateful remembrance of him in 
the life of Edmund Smith. 
Speaking of his being indebted for . fore 
anecdotes of Smith's Hife to Mr. Walmſley, 
he breaks out into the following warm effu- 
ion of friend{hip: :: 
„Of Gilbert Walmſley, thus preſented to 
«© my mind, let me indulge myſelf in the re- 
*. membrance. I knew him very early; he 
4 was one of the firſt friends that literature 
«« procured me, and I hope that, at leaſt, my 
66 8 made me worthy of his notice. 
He was of an advanced age, and I was 
2208 only not a boy; yet he never received my 
* notions with contempt. He was a whig, 
ce with all the virulence and malevolence of 
his party; yet difference of opinion did 
<< not keep us apart. I honoured him, and 
he endured me, | 
B-4 +1. <6; Fe 
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He had mingled with the gay world 
without exemption from its vices or its 
<< follies; but had never neglected the culti- 
vation of his mind. His belief of reve- 
lation was unſhaken; his learning pre- 
** ſerved his principles; he grew firſt regular, 
and then pious. 

4% His fludies had been ſo various, that I 
am not able to name a man of equal know- 
-*© ledge. His acquaintance with books was 
great, and what he did not immediately 
* know, he could at leaſt tell where to find. 


Such was his amplitude of learning, and 


*« ſuch his copiouſneſs of communication, 
that it may be doubted whether a day now 
s paſſes; 'in'which I have not ſome ad ntage 
from his friendſhip pls 1.46 100; 48 

„At this man's " tabls I enjoyed many 


* cheerfut and inſtructive hours, with com- 


% pamions, ſuch as are not often found 
with one who has lengthened, and one 
„ho has gladdened life; with Dr. James, 
«whoſe ſkill in phyſic will be long remem- 
„ hered ; and with David Garrick, whom I 
N hoped to have gratified with this character 
of our common friend. But what are the 
hopes of man ! l am diſappointed by that 
, ſtroke of death, which has eclipſed the 
* gaiety of nations, and impoveriſhed the 
„public ſtock of harmleſs pleaſure.” 
What immediate employment Mr. John- 
ſon obtained as a tranflator, is unknown ; it 
18, 


Las 
is, however, moſt probable, that getting ac- 
quainted with the celebrated, but unfortunate 
Richard Savage, he was by him introduced 
to Mr. Cave, the proprietor df the Gentle- 
man's Magazine; and what ſeems to cor- 
roborate this, is, that Mr, Johnſon has been 
heard to ſay, that the firſt performance that 
ained him any notice, was the following, 
publiſhed in that miſcellany, in the begin- 

N of the "un 1738: | 


Ad Uiiaa a: 


URrBANE, nullis feſſe laboribus, 
URBAN, nullis victe calumniis, 
Cui fronte ſertttm in erudita 
Perpetuo viret et virebit 


Quid moliatur gens imitantium, 
1; Quid et minetur, ſollicitus parum, 
Vacare ſolis perge Muſis, 
Juxta animo ſtudiiſq; felix. 


Linguæ procacis plumbea ſpicula, 
Fidens, ſuperbo frange ſilentio; 
Victrix per obſtantes catervas 
Sedulitas animoſa tendet. 


Intende nervos fortis, inanibus 
Riſurus olim niſibus æmuli; 
Intende jam nervos, habebis 
Participes operæ Camcenas. 


1I1üöä5 .ä ] 


0 

Non ulla Muſis pagina gratior, 

Quam que ſeveris ludicra 3j jungere 

Novit, fatipatamq; nugis 
Utilibus recreare mentem. 


ot 20 Texente Nymphis ſerta Lycoride, 
RERoſeæ ruborem ſic Viola-adjuvat 
Immiſta, fic Iris refulget 


5 eee en ae, ta 
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In May, the "JON year, he finiſhed | that 
excellent poem called London,” imitated 
from the third ſatire of Juvenal. Will it 
now he believed, that he offered this poem 
- to moſt of the bookſellers in London, for 
almoſt any thing they ,would give? Some 
ſhook their heads at the very word imitation, 
while others, with more civility, looked cool- 
ly in his face, and ſaid, It was not in their 
way.“ At laſt, the courſe of rotation brought 
him to the ſhop of Mr. Robert Dodſley, bro- 

ther of the preſent Mr. James Dodſſey, in 
Pall-Mall. This ingenious and liberal en- 
courager of authors inſtantly ſaw its merit; 
and, though the poem is 4 above fifteen 
pages, and that few imitations can boaſt the 
merit of originals, he gave him ten guineas 
for the copy : acireumſtance which Mr. John- 
ſon uſed often to ſpeak of amongſt his friends; 
adding Joeularty, Dodſiey was the only 
* bookſeller 3 in London that found out I had 


Lan genius.” 
. | The 


The publication of this poem was fully 
equal to the bookſeller's expeCtation, as I 
have been told by a gentleman who had an 
opportunity of knowing the fact, that the 


firſt edition was ſold off in a week. The 
judicious ſaw a riſing genius in the imi- 
tator, and Mr. Pope is ſaid to have ſought 


him out, who, receiving no ſatisfactory an- 
ſwer to repeated enquiries reſpecting him, 
ſaid, It cannot be long before my cutioſity 
will be gratified ; the writer of this poem will 
ſoon be d#erre.”---His remark was after= 
wards verified; for, whilſt Juvenal, and our 
language ſhall be had in remembrance, this 
elegant and ſpirited imitation of him muſt be 
read with delight and improvement. 

The price of this poem, though per- 
haps ſufficient on the fide of the purchaſer, 
was not adequate to the labour of the author. 
He therefore, very prudenily ceaſed to riſque 
_ the reputation he had acquired, by any haſty 
productions of poetry, and turned his thoughts 
to tranflation. In this line, he confidered he 
could draw upon his mind with more facility, 
and reduce his earnings to a greater degree of 
certainty : But, from the variety of difcou- 


ageing ciscumſtances, and the wants of Li- 


terary friends, Mr. Johnſon ſoon felt him- 

{elf difguſted4 with the trade of an au hor, 
and the town together; and, in this 
mood, wiſhed to return again to the country, 
in order to tak: upon himſelf the offies of 
e B 6 maſter 
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maſter of a charity. ſchool in Shropſhire, 
then vacant, the ſalary of which was about 
ſixty pounds per annum. 

What might have accelerated' this wiſh of 
retirement, at ſo early a period of his lite, 
was his mariage, which happened much about 
this time, with Mrs. Porter, of Mancheſter. 
This lady had been a widow, and though ſhe 
was near twenty years older than Mr. ſohn- 
fon; and had a daughter by her firſt huſband, 
he behaved to her through the ſpace of many 
years with great conjugal attachment, and 
continued his affect ion to her daughter, (who 
is now living at Litchfield) with unremitted 


attention to his death. 


But whatever formed the whole of his mo- 
tives for going down to Shropſhire, we find 
him intent on this project. The Statutes 
of the ſchool, however, requiring the perſon 
ſo elected, to be a Maſter of Arts, which Mr. 
Johnſon was not; the father of the preſent 


Earl Gower, who ſeems to have been his pa- 
tron, wrote the following letter in his favour, 


* A ene of nn Swift 8, Goo? in gr .; 


G 8 1 R, Bed | | 

| ; : | #2336161 110 
2 3 Mr. Samuel Johnſog "PFs 
of Londen, a Satire, and ſome other poetical 
pieces) is a native of this county, and much 
,1eſpetted by ſome worthy gentlemen in his 
ne undo, Who are truſtees of a charity 


4 Ja 37" , Khgol 


FE) 


[ 13 1 
ſchool now vacant; the certain ſalary is 
fixty pounds a year, of which they are de- 
firous to make him maſter ; but, unfortu- 
nately, he is not capable of receiving their 
bounty, which would make him happy for life, 


by not being a after of Arts ; which, by the 


ſtatutes of this ſchool, the maſter of it muſt 

No theſe gentlemen do me the honour 
to think that I have intereſt enough in you, 
to prevail upon you to write to Dean Swift, 
to perſuade the Univerſity of Dublin to ſend 
a diploma to me, conſtituting this poor man 
Maſter of Arts in their Univerſity. They 
highly extol the man's learning and probity; 


and will not be perſuaded, that the Univer- 


ſity will make any difficulty of conferring ſuch 
a favour upon a ſtranger, if he is recommend- 
ed by the Dean. They ſay he is not afraid 
of the ſtricteſt examination, though he is of 
ſo long a journey; and will venture it, if the 
Dean thinks it neceſſary; chooſing rather to 
die upon the road, than be ftarved to death 
in tranſlating for bookſellers ; which has been 
his only ſubſiſtence for ſome time paſt. 

I fear there is more difficulty in this af- 
fair, than thoſe good - natured gentlemen ap- 

prehend; eſpecially as their election cannot be 
delayed longer than the 11th of next month. 
If you ſee this matter in the ſame light that 
it appears to me, I hope you will burn this, 
and pardon me for giving you ſo much trou- 


n 
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ble about an impracticable things but, if you 
think there is a probability of obtaining the 
favour aſked, I am ſure your humanity, and 
propenſity to relieve merit in diſtreſs, will in- 
cline you to ſerve the poor man, without my 
adding any more to the trouble ] have already 


given you, than aſſuring PR that I am, _ 


—_ truth, 
| | C6: 8 7 © . 


| « Your faithful tamble:forvant; 
01 S OE R. 
dune, Ag | © 1738. | ; 


bis application, however;' proved e 
ceſsful, which gave Mr. Johnſon great uneaſi- 


neſs. He bad ſet his heart upon being maſ- 


ter of this ſchool ; as it would have relieved 
him from the drudgery of authorſhip, and 
n him that ſupport which would have 


unded his deſires. This diſappointment, 


However, like many others which we call by 
that name, ſhews the ** vanity of human wiſhes,” 


and on what a ſlender pivot the affairs of hu- 


man life turn; for, had Mr. Johnſon's firſt 


wiſh been gratied, he would have miſſed 


the opportunities of calling out his great 
and various abilities; and we ſhould, in all 
probability, have lot thoſe excellent works 
which have ſince enriched the purity of our 
. — and extended the cauſe of truth. 
ined therefore, to reſide in London, 


ne was forced to engage in any literary 
0 | em- 


\ 
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employment that could procure him the 
means of a decent ſupport ; and being 
known to Edward Cave, his original em- 
9 at his requeſt was induced to write 
e debates in parhament, which, being at 
the cloſe of Sir Robert Walpole's admini- 
ſtration, much attracted Wade. attention. 
Mr. Johnſon laboured ſome years in this 
buſineſs; and, as his mode of performing it 
muſt appear ſomewhat carious, and ſo very 
different from that practiſed at preſent by the 
reporters of patliamentary debates, 1 thai 
make no apology for inſerting it. 9218 
The debates, at this time, were rarely given 
in any of the news- papers, or magazines: and 
it was to very particular people, and on parti- 
cular occaſions, that the entrèe of the gallery 
was allowed. The object, therefore, in a 
great reſpect was new; and the publiſhing 
them in the Gentleman's Magazine was a 
matter of ſome conſequence. Cave, how- 
ever, being known to ſeveral popular mem- 
bers, he got one Worthington, a clergy- 
man of a remarkable good memory, intro- 
duced into the gallery; ho, in a little time, 
availed himſelf ſo much of his talents of re- 
tention, that he could give, not only the ſub- 
ſtance, but almoſt the en . of the 
longeſt ſpeech. 


It was Mr. Johnſon's. province to receive 


theſe reports from Worthington, and after- 
wards to give them that — and — 


—— — 
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beſt ſuited to publication. At firſt he found 
himſelf much perplexed, from the extent of 
his colleague's' memory, who not only picked 
up the material parts of the debate, but the 
very grubs and ' worms: of digreſſion. He at 
laſt made it a rule to receive nothing but the 
mere ſublance ; which he noted down ſhort- 
ly, and then, at his leiſure, gave it all thoſe 
points and graces conformable to the charge 
ters of the ſpeaxker s 5 

Theſe ſpeeches are to be 0 in Uthe Gen- 
nan Magazine; from about the year 1540, 
to 1744, under the diſguiſed title of Speeches 
F the Senate e Lilliput; ſome of which af- 
ford ſuch fine ſpecimens of argument and 
oratory, as probably induced Voltaire to ſay, 
(ſpeaking of this period of our hiſtory) 
% That the eloquence of the Britiſh Senate 


„ rivalled thoſe of ancient Greece and 


«6 Ar | +4 
It ought however to he code} to the 
credit of Mr. Johnſon, that even this very 
innocent deception, which he was engaged 
in from neceſſity, afterwards dwelt unpleaſingly 
on liis mind, as no longer ago than the I uef- 
day before he died, he declared to a friend, 
% That thoſe debates were the only parts 
„of his writings which then gave him any 
*« compunction ; but at that time he had no 
% conception he was impoſing on the world, 
* though they were frequently written from 
" very flender materials, and often from 
220 «© none 


Len 1] 


c none at all—the mere coinage of his own 
imagination.“ He likewiſe gave Dr. 
Smollet notice of this circumſtance when he 


was writing his hiſtory of England; and 
fome years fince when a gentleman in high 
office was prailing thoſe ſpeeches before him 
for ſo particular an appropriation of character, 
that he could name the ſpeakers without a 


ſignature. ** Very likely, Sir,“ faid Johnſon, 
aſhamed of having deceived him; but 1 


wrote them in the ooo where I chen 
% Reed. 
During the ated of giving whoſe debates, 


he employed himſelf in ſeveral biographical, 


and other productions, which appeared in 
the Gentleman's Magazine of thoſe: times; 
many of which are now to be ſeen under the 
title of, Miſcellaneous and Fugitive Pieces, 
collected and publiſhed in three volumes, by 


Mr. Thomas Davies. And his Poetry 
now printing, in a fmall collection, by Mr. 
Kearſley, under the title of “ The Poetical 


* Works of Dr. Samuel Jobhnſon. 
His principal employers 1n theſe nine 


tions were Cave and Oſborne: the former, 


one of his firſt friends and patrons; the lat- 
ter, of „ that mercantile rugged race, to 
* which the delicacy of the Poet is ſome- 
times expoſed ;” * as the follow: ing anecdote 
will more fully evince. 


* Johnſon's Life of Dryden. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Johnfon being engaged by-Ofſborne, 
to ſelect a number of the moſt ſearce and va- 
4uable tracts in the Earl of Oxford's Library, 
which he had juſt purchaſed in conſequence 
of his Lordfhip's death, and which were 
afterwards printed in eight quarto volumes, 
under the title of the Hurlean Miſcellany: this 
Work went on (agreeable to Oſborne's ideas, 
who meaſured moſt things by the facility 
with which they were done) rather flowly : 
accordingly he frequently ſpoke to Mr John- 
ſon of this circumſtance ; and, being a man of 
acoarfe mind, fometimes by his expreſſions, 
made him feel the ſituation of dependance. 
Mr. Johnſon, however, feemed to take no 
notice of him, but went on according to that 
plan which he had preſoribed to hirmſelf. 
Oſborne, wifhing to have the buſin eſs finiſhed, 
and perhaps irritated by what he thought an 
unneceſſary delay, one day went into the room 
Where Mr. Johnfon was, and abuſed him in 
the moſt illiberal manner: he was an illi- 
terate man, but by great application in his 
profeflion, had acquired ſome property, which 
had the uſual effect, and made him mſolent, 
even to his cuſtomers. This impropriety 
of conduct frequently brought him into 

ſcrapes and diſgraceful ſituations. 
The ſelection abovementioned had been 
at preſs a conſiderable time, and the public 
| | to 
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towhom. it had been oſten announced, became 
-1mpatient for its appearancſdge.. 

Mr. Johnſon heard him for ſome time 
-unmoved ; but, at laſt, loſing all patience, 
he ſeized up a large folio, which he was at 
that time conſulting, and aiming a blow at 
the Bookſeller's head, ſucceeded fo forcibly, 


as to ſend him ſprawling to the floor: O- 


-borne alarmed the family with his cries; 
but Mr. Johnfon, clapping his foot on his 
breaſt, told him he need not be in a hurry 
to riſe; for if he did, he would have the 
<6 further trouble of kicking him down 
. fare.” | | 
The reſentments, on both ſides, however, 
were not recorded in marble, as it appears 
ſoon :after, that Mr. Johmſon finiſhed this 
ſelection, which he recommended to the notiee 
of the world, by a very Critical Introduc- 
tion, ſhewing the excellence and value of ſuch 
a work, as it reſpected hiſtory and biography. 
The death of Richard Savage, the unfor- 
tunate ſon of the Earl Rivers, in the year 
1743, gave Mr. Johnſon a freſh: opportunity 
of ſhewing his biographical talents in favour 
of that ingenious but unhappy man. Sava 
was one of his earlieſt literary friends when 
he came to London *, and though, from this 
connection, it is ſuppoſed he has ſoftened 


Dr. Johnſon acknow „that he and Savage, 
more than once, 1ambled all night about the ſtreets, 
becauſe their joint pui ſes could not raiſe a ſum ſuffi- 
cient to pay for the moſt humble lodging. 

+ ſome 
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Aude of the irregularities of his life, it is in- 
diſputably one of the «moſt elegant and mo- 
ral performances in the Engliſh language: 
it, beſides ſhewing us the novelty and vicif- 
fitudes of the life of a man of expedience, re- 


minds us, that nothing will ſupply the 


want of prudence; and that negligence and 
0 irregularity long continued, will make 
WM knowledge uſeleſs, wit ridiculous, and ge- 


1 


0 nius contemptible the fac is, Mr. 


Johnſon was not unacquainted with Savage's 
Frailties ; but, as he has, not long ſince, ſaid 
to a friend on this ſubject, “the knew his 
© heart; and that was never intentionally a- 
<4-bandoned: for, though he generally miſ- 
0 took the loue for the pradlice of virtue, he 
„Was at all times a true and Lndcere be- 


„ ſjever.“ 


Savage living very intivoately with moſt of 
the wits of what is called our Auguſtan age, 
gave Mr. Johnſon many anecdotes, with 
which he has ſince enriched his Biographical 
Prefaces. The following, however, I kove, 
nas never appeared in print before. 

Sir Richard Steele, Phillips, and Savage, 
Apending the night together, at a tavern, in 
Gerard ſtreet, Soho, they ſallied out in the 
morning all very much intoxicated with 
liquor — when they were accoſted by a tradeſ- 

man, going to his work, at the top of Hedge- 
lane; who, aſter begging their pardon for the 
liberty of MONT + them on the ſubject, told 


them 


_- 


them that, at the bottom of the lane, he 


« ſaw two or three ſuſpicious- looking fel- 
flows, who appeared to be bailiffs, ſo that, 


if any of them were apprehenſive of dan- 
ger, he had better take a different route.“ 


Pannic-ftruck with this intelligence, not one 


of them waited to thank the man for his friend 
ſhip, but flew off different ways, each con- 


ſcious from the embarraſſment of his own 
affairs, that ſuch a circumſtance was very 
likely to happen to himſelf. 


The ſucceſs of The Life of Savage, contri- 7 


buted much to Mr. Johnſon's reputation; 


and, as his moral always went hand in hand 
with his literary character, his acquaintance 


was ſought after with ſome avidity. 

It is not my purpoſe, nor have I it in my 
power, to give the exact dates of all his 
pieces: — the difficulty of ſuch a ſcrupulous 
attention, Mr. Johnſon himſelf ſtates in the 
Life of Dryden. * To adjuſt? ſays he, 


„the minute events of literary hiſtory, is 


ce tedious and troubleſome; it requires, in- 


% deed, no great force of underſtanding, but 
** often, depends upon enquiries which there 
i js no opportunity of making, or is to be 
« fetched from books mac pamphlets not 
always at hand. 9 


The piece of any confiquence which Mr. 


Johnſon next produced, was his Prologue on 


| the opening d. rr args in the 
year 


3 4 


112 
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year: 1747, on the commencement: of his 
friend Garrick's management. This Pro- 
logue has been much celebrated, and with, 
great juſtiee, as, independent of the harmony 
of the verſification, I cannot name a more cri - 
tical hiſtory of the Engliſh Stage, from the 
time of Shakeſpeare, or a more juſt deſcrip- 
tion of what it ought to be. Such light 


Pieces of Poetry, in general, get but a tem- 


porary reputation; but this Prologue, though 
admirably fitted for the occaſion, will ever 
ſtand a conſiderable monument of his poeti- 
cal and dramatic knowledge. . 
_ He ſeems to have written it, partly, as the 
teſt of friendſhip. Garrick: and he, as I have 
before obſeryed; ſtarted together, as the chil- 
dren of Fortune. They both, by this time, 
had been very. ſucceſsful—the former was. 
very-nearly at the ſummit of: theatric excel - 
_ lenee;' and Mr. Johnſon, had taken equal 
ſtrides in the Republic of Letters. This ap- 
* then, to have been a badge of union 
ween them, and ſtands as a pleaſing me- 
morial of continued friendſhip. between the. 
Poet and the Actor. 5 1 
Two years afterwards, Garrick had an op- 
portunity of returning him the compliment, 


with equal warmth of friendſhip—as, in 1749, 


Mr. Johnſon put his {rene into his hands, 
for performance. This is the Tragedy which 
Mr. Walmiley alluded to, in his letter (fee 
page fix and ſeven) to the Rev. Mr. = 

| on, 


[994.3 


| ſon, upon his firſt: coming up to London. 
He had written it at Litchfield ; but, as he 
kept it ſo far back as from 1737 to 1749, it is 
preſumable he made ſuch reviſals and alter · 
ations, as a more intimate knowledge of the 
ſtage might ſuggeſt. 

Garrick embraced the intereſt of this Tins 
gedy, with a cordiality which became the 
friendſhip he profeſſed for the Author. The. 
principal characters were divided between 
himſelf and the late Mr. Barry, Mrs. Prit- 
chard, and Mrs. Cibber; and the ſubordi- 
nate ones were given to. Berry, Havard, 
Sowdon, and Burton: the dreſſes were mag- 
nificent; the ſcenes ſplendid, and ſuch as 
were well adapted to the inſide of a: Turkiſh: 
Seraglio; and the view of the gardens be- 
longing to it, was in all the ſtyle of Eaſtern 

magnifieence. | 
, But notwithſtanding this attention, in re- 


ſpect to the Manager and Performers; and 


that the play was allowed by: the beſt: judges 

to poſſeſs fine ſentiments and elegant: lan- 
guage; and that the moral held up the cauſe 
of truth and virtue: yet the incidents and 
ſituations were not thought ſtrong enough 
to produce that kind of effect, which; from: 


habit, an Engliſh audience generally ex- 


' The ſtranghag of Irene in the view of the 
audience was like wiſe diſapproved of by ſome. 
Critics; 3 and 0 this incident, after the 

firſt 


. 
4 


- Thane . 
firſt repreſentation, was removed to a greater 
diſtance; the approbation was not ſo general 
as expected. It run its mth night; and 


then was laid upon the prompter's ſhelf, 


where it has remained to this day. | 

In the ſame year, Mr. Johnſon: produced 
a Poem, imitated from the 1oth Satire of 
Juvenal, intitled, The Vanity: of Human 
Ffbes, which was publiſhed. by his firſt 
patron, Mr. Robert Dodſley; and which was 
received by the public, with all that approba- 


tion which ſo claſhcal and elegant a perform 


ance is entitled to. 4. 


The ſucceſs of this Poem ballancing, at 


leaſt in ſame, his diſappointment on the ſtage, 
it was reaſonable to expect Mr. Johnſon. 
would have returned to the charge as a 
dramatic writer; but whether from diſ- 
guſt, or diſcovering, that this ſpecies of writ- 
ing was not his forte, he rouſed himſelf 
to ſearch for fame and immortality upon 
more ſucceſsful ground; and who will ſay he 
did not ſucceed in his two ſubſequent works 
This Dictionary and the Rambler None, 
but thoſe who are equally callous to the per- 
ceptions of knowledge, and the fympathies of 
moral nene | 

It not unfrequently happens with great 
minds, that difficulties and embarraſments 
call them out with redoubled exertions. Had 


Mr. Johnſon ſucceeded as a dramatiſt, he 


probably would have found it more for 7 
Nit : Sale 
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aſe and profit, to have continued to write 


for the ſtage: his friend Garrick being ma- 
nager, might have forwarded his views; 


and his name would have, perhaps, at this 
day, ſtood in the midiccre lift of tragedy- 
writers. But, foiled'in this his firſt attempt, he 
was determined to riſe, like Antæus, from 


his fall; and put in claims for higher and 


more ſubſtantial honours. With this view he 
conceived the deſign of one of the nobleſt and 
moft uſeful, though at the ſame time the moſt 
laborious work that could poſſibly be under- 


taken by one man, viz. A complete Grammar 


and Dictionary of our hitherto unſettled Lan- 
gu nge. 


Hie drew up a ſketch of this great work, in 
a letter to the late Earl of Cheſterfield, then 


one of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of 


ſtate; which was afterwards publiſhed under 
the title of The Plan of a Dictionary of 
the Engliſh Language.” I have now the 


pamphlet before me, pauſing at every para- 
graph, ſo defirous am I to give an extract 
from ſuch a judicious, critical, and elegant 


performance ; bur, as the nature of this work 


will not permit me to publiſh the letter in 
| full, I dare not touch a part, leſt I deſtroy 
the beauty and ſymmetry of the whole. It is, 


as far as my judgment warrants me to ſay, 


| (confidering the nature of the ſubject) one 
f the richeſt and moſt finiſhed critical ceflays* 


tour language. 
| , C The 
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Te mene 5 ol his an . the 
1 of many ears, the letier to Lord 
2 Cheſterfield; When (the; plan;-was already 
ſketched, being dated in 1747. and the whole 
not finiſhed vll-1755 3 and without doubt, 
previous to the firſt mentioned period, he 
muſt have made many preparatory collec- 
tions and obſerbations; but the manner in 
which it was at laſt executed, made ample 
amends for public expectstion. Nor did his 
ptaiſes reſt with his owngcountrymen 2, deye- 
ral of the foreign academies, and particularly 
the Academia della Cruſee, paid him ſuch ho- 
nours on the occaſion, as leave all encomi- 
Fans in this place entitely ſuperfluous. 
When Lord Cheſterfield | underſtood this 
zundertaken, he Encouraged the 
àuthq th:progeed. in it; which. gave riſe to 
the le ñjuſt mentioned: 17 — from ſome of 
woe buscererterle delays. by which patig- 
18 | | y found to cool, his ne 


er of notice of it. till g 
little time — to its publication ;* Fn 
> hepulliſhed two letters, in a periodzagbpaper, 

"called*<+ The World,“ recommendipg the 
vauthor, and the Work, vainly enough 
„(though under the diſguiſe of modeſt y) tell- 
ing the public, that tor bi} part he Would 
conform himfelf to the authorities of that 
25 8 dan in his writing and conver- 


ſation.” 
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i; This, circumſtance, attended with ſome 
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ſhip with, him, In conyerſation he fretly 


previous perſonal ſlights, rou ſed Mr. John- 


Jon's indignation, and he no longer thought 
it neceſſary. to preſerve any terms of friend- 
gave his opinion of him,“ That he was 

„Lord amongſt Wits, and a Wit amongęſt 
* Lords :” and, being complimented oh His 
lordſhip's endeavours to ſerve him by his 


two .eflays in The Yo 1d, he ſcouted eſtheer 


their utility, or the authar's good intentions ; 
he compared them to two little Cick-brats, 


* HL £44+ A323 $3 53.3 1157, e tet, 
„ vainly ſent out to partake the triumphs 
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of a long and dangerous voyage, without 


* riſquing.the. hazards of rocks and quick- 
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but reſented bis uſage of him in a letter 
1 n Sn 
which he wrote his Iordſhip, inſiſting on bein 
1 1 115. 3 ID 5 this &+ 2F 
for ever diſmiſſed his patronage - this letter 
have not, ſeen, but once heard à friend, to 


whom he. read it, repeat ſome of it from 


memory; and it ſeemed to breathe a'ſpirit 
eat tronourto the 


— 
4 oy 
. 8 


of independence, that did 


author's mind : for many years Mt. Johnſon 


1 


refuſed giving a copy of ir; but ſome tine 
before his death, he gave one to Mr. Langton, 


— 4 1 1 1 1 : - N * * *, + * 
8 with an jo junction never to publiſh i till 


an imprefect copy firſt appeared, which he 
| ight be the caſe, as he had often re- 


peated it to ſeveral friends. © 
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Lord Cheſterfield, too late, found out the 
error of neglecting a man of geniu', and 
wanted to court Mr. Johnſon back to his pa- 
. tronage, through the mediation of Mr. Dodſ- 
ley— but in vain: Johnſon was not to be 


5 — 4 ww 


His legs and arms are never in the poſition, 


13 


to carve. Inattentive to all the regards of 
..<< ſocial life, he miſtimes, or miſplaces every 
thing. He diſputes with heat, and indiſ- 
«« ctiminately; mindleſs of the rank, cha- 
„ rater, and ſituation of thoſe with * 
ONS: | «« ec 
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ie diſputes, Abſolutely ignorant, of, the 
© ſeveral gradations of familiarity, or reſpect; 
he is exactly the ſame to his ſaperiors, his 
**.cquals, and his inſeriors; and therefore, 
* by a neceſſary conſequence, abſurd to two 

* of the three. Is it poſſible to love ſuch a 
„% man? No: the utmoſt I can do for him, 
$646.00 conſider him as a reſpectable Hot- 
« tentot.? 

This letter ſhews that Lord Cheſterfield 
was rather angry than /atyrical, as the perſon 
of an antagoniſt, when he is not vain of it, 
ſhould, by no means, conſtitute a ſubje& for 
raillery : Mr. Johnſon, however, gave him the 
retort courteous, for on the publication of 
thoſe letters, being aſked his opinion of them, 
he replied, ** They are fuch as F did ſuppoſe 
66 Lo Cheſterfield would write: They in- 
« culcate the morals of a W , and the 
manners of a Dancing-maſter.” 

Ihe price which the bookſellers paid Mr. 
Tohnſon for his dictionary, was fifteen hun- 
dred paunds; a ſum fo inadequate to the 
labour, and neceſfary expences incurred, that 
the Author, thcugh in the habits o 2 providing 
fer the day that was paſſing over him,* found 
the money all expended before the work was 
finiſhed.” In this dilemma, he called upon 
the bookſellers for an additional five hundred 
pounds; which was objetted to on their party 


| ® Vide Preface to his Dictionary. =D 
C3 and, 


an, 
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five lahdred pounds was not Arietty” 
conformable to bis character; but the ſhort” 
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the demand; therefore, Peda e an act of ne- 
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eehte and, idee d, hat the Latte F6ck/at. 
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ing, out, to the public a eircumſtance, Which 


ALIAS, in, the -oQaro edition of, his Dicti- 


:- onary, he take; occafion, to carry, his reſent- 


ment 
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ment againſt the lab David Mallet, in a very 

whimfleal, and, perhaps, unprecedemted man- 
ner ?* Mallet's original name had been Hal- 
TAL which he Ard ee zed ſoon after he came 
to London, for Mallet; this duplicity. with 
tlie character he had for being a Free-thinker ' 
in religion, fo wiitated our orthoddr; author, 
that: be Was determined to take his revenge. 
The word Attas was: the gibbet he choſe for 
this purpoſe, wich he thus /exetn plifies': * 
ALIAS, a Latin word fixnifying — ; 


„ wiſe; as MaLLET, alias Marrocu—that” , 5 


615, otherwiſe Mallochb; and here Mallet 
continues to Hitch to mis day, and will, in 
all probability, long after the occaſion of the a 
example is forgotten 6 

During the interval of rebels, oute to 
the fatigue of this ſtupendous undertaking, 
Mr. Johnſon, amongſt other pieces of a more 
fugitive kind, publithed his Rambler, a ſeries 
of periodical papers, which came out every 
Tueſday and Saturday in the vear 1950, and 
continued for two years ſucceſſively. In the 
courſe of fo great a number of theſe papers 
as this long period demanded, thoſe which 
the author was favoured with by others, 
were very inconſiderable, being aſſiſted only 
in two eſſays by Richardſon (author of Sir 
Charles Grandiſon), two by Mrs. Carter, 
and one by Miſs Talbot; and yet on the 
whole, this work ſtands in equal, if not ſu- 
perior ne, 19 che Joint RIOT of the 8 * 
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He wrote moſt of theſe papers on the ſpur 
of the occaſion- often on a journey---often 


to his mind and neceflities.---He has often 


«circumſtances, he never had the moſt dit- 
public approbation.” 
in diſſeminating phileſophic and moral truths 


rich and variegated imagination, particular! 
in his Eaſtern Tales ; ſome of which are the 


language. The ſtyle, though elevated and 
grammatically correct. has been thought by 


and: perhaps there are a few inſtances which 


tives of words ; and it was almoſt next to an 


ſhould not, in ſome degree, incorporate with 
the other. If, as he ſays himſelf in the life 


Kings ſink into queſtions of grammar, 
99 


| When Grammarian: diſcuſs them;“ how 


difficult 


who were concerned in thoſe celebrated eſſays 5 
The Talter and Spectator. What further adds 
to the credit of the author's genius, is, that 
in a chop houſe, &c as a temporary relief 
declared this, and added, That from ſuch 
tant notion of their meeting with ſuch 
he principal merit of this Work conſiſts 


Vith pecutiar force and energy; aided by a 


beſt models of that ſpecies of writing in our 


pode» 


ſome to be bordering rather on the fzg; 
may juſtify this opinion. In excuſe for this 
it ſhould be confidered, that the Author was, 
at the ſame time, deeply engaged in explor- 
ing and arranging the orthogrepby and deriva- 


| impoſſibilny, that the buſineſs of the one 


of Milton, the rights of Nations and of. 


118 1 
difficult muſt it be, in the execution of two 
ſuch different works, to avoid ſome part of 
this judgement! . 

Fhe Rambler has already underzone ten 
Editions; and has, about two years fince, 
been tranſlated into the Ruſſian language by 
order of the Empreſs, who was ſo pleaſed 
with the Work, 33 the has ſettled a ver 
handſome penſion. on the tranſlator ! When 
the author of the Ramblec was firſt told this 
circumſtance,--a ſuffuſion of plaeid joy beam- 
ed upon his face, which a perſon in com- 
Wink obſerving, he; replied—** I ſhould be 
afraid to be thought a vain man, if I did 
0 not feel myſelf proud of ſuch diſtinctions.“ 

It will not, I hope, be thought too minute 
in this place to remark, (for little things. are 
often found objects of uſe, as well as curioſi- 
ty, to poſterity). that Mr. Johnſon was not 
paid for this work above two gnineas per 
week, though the Bookſellers have ſince made 
by it above five thouſand pounds. 

Upon'the very great repute of the Rambler, 
the Univerſity. of Oxford complimented. him 
with the degree of Mater of Aris, and ſome 
years afterwards he received the degree of 
Doctor of Laws from the Univerſity of Dub- 
lin, which was finally followed up by that 
of Oxford coniering the like honour. on. him 
in full convocation.. .... 
be celebrity. of two ſuch productions, 
"Pp a placed Bec at the head 
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of the Literary pre ins His name was 3 
. tower of ftrength 10 any; publication, and tho 
il Bookſeller, was thought ſucceſsful who could 
EY 21 i , aft 1 
is engage him in any line fuitable to his talents. 
f Perhaps, buoyed up a little too much witli 
1 | this opinjon, he ſoon after the publication of 
3 his Dictionary, made a propoſab to a number 
of Bookſellers convened for that purpoſe, of 
eng a Dictionary of Trade and Commerce. 
This propoſal. went round the room without 
his receiving any immediate anſwer, at 
length a well known © /on of the trade, ſinee 
dead, remarkable for the abrupte of bis 
manners, . replied,” ** Why Docter, what the 
b 46 you know, of trade and com- 
„ merce? The Doctor very | modeſtly 
nr er . : 
18 aniwered, „not much, Sir, I confeſs in the 
A ** p*aFical line - but P believe) could glean, 
„ from different authors of authority on the 
2 ) BI 2cocle; Aooac anole ial 
* % ſubject, fuch materials as would anſwer 


The. propoſal, however, fell to the ground; 
and it is no mor than probable it was hap- 
py for the DoQor's. reputation it did ſo. 
On the fifth of April, 19 50; The Maſque 

of Comus, was acted at Drury Lane 
„Tbeatre, for the benefit of Milton's grand 
© daughter. "Here. an opportunſey preſenttd 

itleff to Dr. Johnfon, to do a ſubſtantial ho- 

.nour to the memory of our great poet, by 
contributing to the neceſſities of his deſcen- 

daht. - He according, net only wrote the 
E EEE, © \ Pro- 


* 
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Ptolog ue on chat occaſion, but announced 
the EL by the following letter, which' ap- 
peared in, The General A, vertifer, f the gay be- 
mY its L oct mod 5 

t 4 certain degree of roo foi is 
Ae Rieteh by approving the Works of 
genius, and teſtifyinga regard to the memory 
ok. authors, "18 a, truth tos evident tö be de- 
nied; and thertfore t to enſure a 9 
of fame Wirk a celebrated Poet! many 
Would perhaps have contributed to ſtatve him 
When alive, have heaped expenfive pageants 
upon his glave. 
„It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that this 


method of becoming known to poſterity with. _ 


honour is peculiar r ro the great, or at leaſt to 
the wealthy; ; hut an opportunity now offets 
for almoſt every individuał to ſecute the praiſe 
of paying a juſt regard to the illuſttious dead, 
; United with the pleafure of doing good to the 
living. To aſſiſt induſtrious SH role „trug 
5 gling with diſtreſs and debilitated by age, is a 
diſplay of virtue, and an acquiſition of happi- 
_ neſs and honour.” | ads ot 
4 Whoever, then, would be thought ca- 
pahle of pleaſure in readitig the works of our 
' incomparable Milton, and not fo deſtitute of 
gratiutde as to refuſe to lay out à trifle itt a 
- rational and elegant entertainment for the 
benefit of his living remains, for the-exereiſe 
of their own virtue, the encreaſe of their re- 
putation, and the Plfaling conſgounels of 
* doing 
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doing good, ſhould appear at Druy-Lane 
Theatre to-morrow, April 5, when Comus 
will be performed for the benefit of Mrs: 
Elizabeth Foſter, grand-daughter to the au- 
thor, and the only ſurviving branch of his 
| W 7: Is | 
VN. B. There will be a new prologue 
on the occaſion, written by the author of 
Irene, and ſpoken by Mr. Garrick ; and, by 
2 defire, there will be added to the 
: Maſque a dramatic ſatire, called Lethe, in 
which Mr. Garrick will perform. 
It is not a little painful to obſerve, that 
- notwithſtanding hab efforts with 20l. given 


by Mr. Tonſon, and a large contribution, 


brought by Dr. Newton.--- The whole re 
ciept of the Houſe produced but, ane hundred 
and thirty pound. GAs 
In the year 1753, Dr. Johnſon loſt his 
_ wife, the friend and companion of many 
. years, and one who ſtruggled with him 
_ << againſt inconvenience and diſtraction. ſick- 
<< nefs, and forrow *,” with great conjugal 
_ firmneſs. He lamented her death with a 
. grief which did honour to his feelings, and 
- afterwards celebrated her memory by the ſol - 
lowing affectionate Latin epitaph, inſcribed 
on a black marble grave ſtone, in Bromley 
Church, county of Kent. | 


@ Vide the Picface te his Dictionary. 
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Hic conduntur reliqui e 
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Antiqua JAxVISIORUM, gente 
Peatlingæ, apud 5 6 Ad oi ]; 
Formoſæ, cultæ, ingenioſs, piæx; 
Uxoris, primis nuptiis, HEN RI PorTER,. 
ſecundis,, SAMUELIS JOHNSON, 
Qui multum amatam, diuque defletam, 
| Hoc lapide contexit. 
Obdbijt Londini, menſe Mart. 
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The following year was diſtinguiſhed by 
another loſs,.— the death of his old friend 


and principal employer Edward Cave, who . 


was the firſt projector and publiſher of the 
 Gentleman's Magazine; a periodical Pamph- 
let, which for many years ſucceeded beyond 
every thing of the kind ever known, and 
ſtill holds a principal credit amongſt the 
accumulated monthly publications. I 


Gratitude to an old friend was always a: 


predominant feature of the Doctor's character: 
he accordingly wrote his life (which was firſt 
publiſhed in the Gentleman's Magazine, 
and ſince collected in Davies's Fugitive 
Pieces) where he pays a tribute of affection 
to his memory. In this life he likewiſe 
| Nates the riſe of that Magazine, which, as it 
Vas the firſt production of the kind, deſerves 
particular notice. | Gs 
When Mr. Cave firſt formed this pro- 
ject, which was in the year 1731, h vp 
JF "A 


R 
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far from expecting the ſucceſs which he af - 
terwards found, and others had fo little pro- 


ſpect of its conſequences, that though he liad | 


for ſeveral years talked of his plan amongſt 


printers ad __bookſeflets,” rione "of them 
thought it worth the trial. That they pere 
not reſtrained-by their virtue from the exc- 
cution'&f another man's defign, was ſufficient- 
ly apparent, ff ee eee 
to be gainful, a multitude of Magazines a- 
roſe and periſhed ; only the London Mag azine, 


ſupported. by a powerful aſſociatiemof beok- 
fellers, and ci Pen with all the art and all * 
JAN! e, exempted itſelf from 


— 


the. cunning of trade, apted itſelf ff 
the general fate of Cave's invaders, and ob- 


4 


yaa Hough e equal, ;yet 5, . 


able lale.---To this undertaking he owed the 
;atluence in which, he paſſed the laſt twenty 
years of his life, and the, fortune, which he 
| t behind him.“ 5 ind de 6 W 3 

Dr, Johnſon ti requently ſpo e of. this man, 
with that fatisfation which people after paſ- 


ing the ſtorms of life, generally find in look- 
ang back to the little incidents gf their outſet. 
He always concluded with {aying, ** Cave was 


: 


be wag a penuriops, paymaſter, he wou}d 


e qnpn"ved be. 
..** contr 
a EI 3.4% "$5Þ. 4 A AY © 4 4- 5 
F B90ed 1069 The bargatn,, 
f this induſtrious and intelligent printer 
thus preſented to my mind, itliKewile brings 
t my tecollection an anecdote J J Nr. 


ohnſon 


4 


act for. lines by the hundred, and ex-" 


* 
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- 
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E of Cave 8 ie, which is, oel 


curious, but ſhould ſerve. as an example, to 
others, at leaſt not to, be guilty of, the, ame 
neglect. 19 


N ben Cave got into aMence, it, was, ;uſual | 


with. him, upon the receipt f any large 
ſum of money, to make Mrs, Cave tlie caſh- 


keeper. -The frequencey of this, and the 


dependence which he had on her mapage- 
ment of it, tetopted her occaſionally to 
practiſe . the lutle pilfering temper of a 


wife; ſhe therefore by degregs accumu- 


lated a confiderable. fum, which' Cave knew 
nothing of. Her laſt illneſs was an aſthma; 
and though ſhe every day grew, worſe, ſhe 
reſerved this ſecret from her huſband till her 


breath grew ſo ſhort, that ſhe had only time 


to tell, hi * ſhe had concealed a part of the 
money which he ogcaſionally gave her, Which 
ſhe laid out in India bonds.” She was im- 
mediately after this ſeized with convulſions, 
and died before ſhe had time to ſay where 
they were hid, or in whoſe poſſeſſion they 


were depoſited. Cave on her death made 
every poſſible enquiry after his property, but 


ſuch it the integrity of ſome friendſhips, the 
Bayt were never afterward found. 

In 1756, we find the Doctor eb rhen 
ina periodical paper, publiſhed by T. Gard- 
ner, in the Strand, called. The Univer- 
ſal Viſiter,” in conjunction with a number 
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of names that promiſed to give permanency, 
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and reputation to any work. -But as too 


many doctors ſometimes, only, diſpatch the 
patient che quicker, what from the indolence 


of ſome, or the oppoſite opinions of others, 


it did not continue above a year. Theſe 
monthly numbers have been fince collected 
m one volume, and to thoſe who may be 
curious in diſtinguiſhing the different au- 
thors, by their different” ſignatures. --- They 
ate informed that thofe marked thus * , 
were written by Doctor Johnſon ; thoſe with 


the letter 8, by Chriſtopher Smart ; thole 


with the letter R, by Richard Rolt; thoſe 
with the letter G: by David Garrick, and 
thoſe with the letter P, by Doctor Perey the 
preſent Biſhop of Dromore 

ln the fame. and fubfequent year Doctor 
Johnſon wrote /ixteen numbers in another 

riodical work, publiſhed by Faden, in 
Feet Street, entitled. The Literary Ma- 
79 Thoſe eſſays conſiſt partly in a 


eview of Books, and partly in an anſwer 


to a pamphlet publiſned by Jonas Hanway, 
called © The Eight days Journey,” in which. 
the author takes occaſion to reprobate in very 


aggravated terms, the unconſtitutional uſe of 


tea drinking. 

\ This. laſt attack was touching: the Doctor 
upon his favourite ſtring; tea was to him, 
What gold is to the miſer; honours to the 


ambitious,---it was the ſolace of his morning 


and evening hours; the refuge from his la- 
5 bours, 


— ", 8 
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bours, the repaſt for his friends; in ſhort it 
was ſo much the great deſfileratum of his life, 
that he often declared ** he never felt the 
„ gripe of poverty but when he wanted, 


money to buy tea.”— No wonder then, that 


rouſ?d by this attack upon his da ly liquor, | 


he animadverted upon the pamphlet. Hanway 
anſwered him, and unfortunately for him 
having mentioned in this anſwer that ** he put 
horſes to his chariat,” and was a Governor of the 


Poundling Hoſpital. — Johnſon replied to this 


little fwell of vanity, in the following vein 
of irony, which deſerves to be recorded. 


I ͤ now find (ſays he) but find too late, 


that inſtead of a writer, whoſe only power 
is his pen, I have irritated an important 


member of an impoitant corporation; a man, 


wio as he tells us in his letters, puts horſes. 
fo his char ot. 

elt was allowed to the diſputants of old to 
yield a controverſy with little reſiſtance to 


the Maſter of Forty Legions.--- Thoſe who 


know how weakly naked truth can defend. 


her advocates, would forgive me, if I ſhould 


pay the ſame reſpect to 3 Governor 4 the 
Foundlings. 


*« Of the ariber 1 unfortunately ſaid, his. 


injunction was ſomewhat too magiſterial : 
that I ſaid, before Il knew he was a Governer 
of the Foundlings! But he ſeems inclined to 
puniſh me, as the Czar made war vpon 
Sweden, becauſe he had not ſufficient honors 
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paid "IM when ,he paſſed throvgh the coun- 


try in diſguiſe. 88 was not this wrreve-"" 


r ice without extenuation. Samething N as 
ſaid of the merit of meaning well, aud the 
Journaliſt ' was declared to be a man, he 


fail. ngs might well be pardoned for bis vir- 
tues. This is the bigheſt praiſe s which NES | 


man gratitude can confer on human merit; 


pteiſe, that would have more than Feit 


Titus, or Agi. Us; but which muſt own to 
be inadequats and penurious, when offered to 


this Member of an important Corpora- 


tion &c. &. &c. * 
He bas however 10 mmh kinditefs for me, 
that he adviſes me to confult my ſafety, 


4 


4 


when 1 talk of Corporations.” '* 1 know het, 


What the moſt important Corporation, can 
do, becoming manhood, by which my ſafety 
1s endangered. My reputation is late, for” 


J can prove the fact; my quiet is ſafe,” for I* 


meant well; and for any other ſafety, I am 
not uſed to be very follicitous. 

am always forry at the ſight of a any being 
labouring in vain; and, in return for the 
Journaliſt's apptchenſions for my ſafety, 1 


will own compaſiton for his tumultuous re- 
ſentment; ſince all his inyectives fume into 


the air, and with ſo little effect on me, that 
I mall eſteem him as one Who has the merit 


of "meaning well; that T ftill believe him to 
bea man, thoſe POW may be Wh. e 


ed For bir Vt! 
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The Ramb.er had by this time gained ſuch 
univerſal reputation with the public, that the 
boo. ſellers made a propoſal to Dr. Johnſon, 
to re-commence*that ſpecies of writing which 
he did in the year 1758, in a ſeries of 
postet publiſhed every eee called 


„TE IDLER,” ſince collected two 


volumes duodecimo. . The ei in this 
work are rather of a lighter kind than thoſe 


of the Rambler; and as ſuch maybe com- 
pared to the laſt impreſſions of a good print,. 


in which the likenefs remains, though the 
ſtrength is confiderably diminiſhed. In fay- 
this," "F do not mean generally to difparage 


the work; its allegories and moral eſſays, 


bear the hand of a great maſter, nor are ſome 
of the lighter pieces defective in fancy. I 
would only fay, it is not the Twin-brother 


cf the Rambler; and as ſuch bas'not the fare 


claim to c-lebrity, 


During the writing of this etiodinn work, | 
Dr. Johnſon's mother died, and as he has 


dedicated a paper to her. memory, the occa- 


ſion of which is not generally known, I. 
hall make no apology for giving at alplace in 
thoſe memoirs: I muſt confeſs to have an- 
other reaſon, it eftablithes his character as a 


dutiful and'affetionate ſon, and if it wants; 
ed this additional eſtabliſnement, that of a 
lincere uin fervent Chriſtian⸗ | ortet 
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No. 41. Saturday, January 27. 


„Tde following letter relates to an afflic- 
tion perhaps not neceſſary to be imparted to 
the public, but I could not pe: ſuade myfelf 
to ſupprefs it, becauſe I think ] know the 
ſentiments to be fincere, and I feel no diſ. 
poſition to provide for this day any other 
entertainment. ee ee 


41 1 4 


At tu quiſquis eris, miſeri qui cruda poeta 
OCredideris fletu funera digna tua 


- Hzc poirema tibi, fit flendi cauſa, fluatque 
Lenis inoffenſo vi aque morſque, gradu. 


Mr. IDEE R, Tot 


Notwitſlanding the warnings of philoſo- 
phers, and the daily examples of lofles and 
misfortunes which life forces upon us, ſuch 
is the abſorptioa of our thoughts in the 
buſineſs of the preſent day---ſuch the re- 
ſignation of our reaſon to empty hopes of 
future ſelicity; or ſuch our unwillingneſs to 
foreſce what -we dread, that every calamity 
comes ſuddenly upon us, and not only preſſes 
us as a burden, but cruſhes as a blow. 
There are evils which happen out of the 
common courſe of nature, againſt which it is. 
no reproach not to he provided.---A flaſh of 
lightening intercepts the traveller in his may 
| --- I OC 
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The concuſſion of an earthquake heaps 
the ruin of cities upon their inhabitants. 
But other miſeries time brings, though fi- 
lently, yet viſibly forward by its even laple, 
which yet approaches unſeen, becauſe we turn 
our eyes away, and ſeize us unreſiſted, be- 
cauſe we could not arm ourſelves againſt 
them, but by ſetting them before us. 

Thati: isſin vain to ſhrink from what cannot 
be avoided, and to hide that from ourſelves 
which muſt ſometimes be found, is a truth 
which we all know, but which all neglect, 
and perhaps none more than the ſpeculative 
reaſoner, whoſe thoughts are always from 
home, whoſe eye wanders over life, whoſe 
tancy dances after meteors of happineſs kin- 
dled by itſelf, and who examines every thing 
rather than his own ſtate. 

Nothing 1s more evident than that the de- 
.cays of age muſt terminate in death. Yet 
there is no man (ſays Tully) who does not 
believe that he may yet live another year ; 
and there is none who does not, upon the 
ſame principle, hope another year for his 
parent, or has friend; but the fallacy will be 
in time detected; the laſt year, the laſt day 
muſt come; it has come, and is paſt. . The 
life which made my own life pleaſant is at an 
aud, and the gates of death are ſhut upon my 
roſpects. e | 


Ihe loſs of a friend, on whom the heart 


was fixed, to whom every wiſh and endeavour 


tended, 


nd 
_ 4 
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"tended; is a ſtate of deſalation in which the 
mind fooks abroad impatient of itſelf, and 
-firids/nothing but emptineſs and hiwvor. „ 
be blameleſs life, tlie artleſs tenderneſs, 
i the pious ſimplicity, the modeſt reſignation, 
the patient ſickneſs, and the quiet - nh arc 
remembered 'only:to. add: value to tlie Joſs, 
to aggrarate regret for what canot be amend- 
edu to deepen ſorrow: for what cannot be 
r 7 3055.61 biik Aoi: 


Theſe are the eee * which, Piovi- 


. gradually diſengages us from the love 
»of life. Other evils fortitude may repel, or 
hope may mitigate; but irreparable privation 
leaves nothing to exerciſe reſolution, or flat- 
ter expectation. The dead cannot return, 
and nothing is left us here but. languiſhment 

and grief. 3181 Ho ein asd: i! 
et ſach is the courſe of nature, that 
vhoever lives long muſt outlive thoſe whom 
he loves and hondurs. Such is the con- 

dition of our preſent exiſtence; that life muſt 
one time looſe its aſſociations, and every in- 

habitant of the earth muſt Walk downward 


to the grave alone, and unregarded, without 


any partner of his joy, or grief, without any 


intereſted witneſs of his mitfortpues, on ſuæ- 


ceſs. 1 $4EG * A KITTY, Tk hem t \ 43 2 

- wt Misfortunes indeed he may: yet feel, ar 
where is the bottom of the miſery of man? 
But what is ſucceſs. to him Who ok none to 
us =xb ite OT! is not found in ſelf- con- 


i templa- 


Wl | 


C | 
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tetplation, it is erceived. only püen it it 'is 
reflected from another. " 
We know little of the tate of departed 
ſouls, becauſe fuch knowledge is not tecel- 
*fary* to a £o6l li 2 Reafon deſerts us at tlie 


” brifik, of tue grave, and gives no farther in- 


"tell gence. Revelation is not Wholly filent-=- 
" There is Jy in the angels of Heaven over. one 


Sinner that repentetb; and ſurely this joy is 


nat incommunicable to ſouls diſentangled 
from the body, and made like angels 

Let hope therefore dictate what revelation 
does not confute, that the union of ſouls may 
ill remain; and that we who are ſtrug uggling 
with ſin, ſorrow, and infirmities, may have 
our part in the attention and kindneſs of 
thoſe who have finiſhed their courſe, JS are 
nom receiving theit reward. 

Theſe are the great occaſions which foto 
the” mind to take feſuge in religion : when 
we have no help in ourſelves, what can re- 
main but that we look up to a higher and 
a greater power; and to what hope may we 


not raiſe our eyes and hearts, Wben we con- 


ider, THAT THE GREATEST POWER Is 

IHE BEST T 
Surely there is no man who thus fied 
does not ſeek ſutcour in the Goſpel, which 
has brought life aud immortality to dight ! The. 
precepts of Epicurus, who teaches us to en- 
dure hat the laws of the'untverſe make ne- 
ceſlary, may ſilence, but not content E * 
le 
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+I he dictates of Zeno, who commands us to 
look with indifference on external things, 
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may diſpoſe us to. conceal our ſorrow, but 


cannot aſſuage it. Real alleviation of the loſs 
* . of friends, and rational tranquillity in the 
| proſpect of our own diſſolution, can be re- 
| _ ceived only from the promiſes. of him ia 
| whoſe hands are life and death, and from the 
aſſurance of another and better ſtate, in which 
all tears will be wiped from our eyes, and the 
f _ whole foul ſhall be filled with joy.--- Philsſapby 
| may infuſe /ubbornneſs,. but religion only can 
E give patience.” _ e HTS HEE 
__ The Doctor's affection for his parent did 
1 not even ſtop here. Not many days before 
His death, he wrote to a friend in Litchfield, 
deſiring that a large ſtone might be placed 
N MAU A x 
over the bodies of his father, mother, and 
[ . brother, who were buried in St. Michael's 
*church, in that town, (incloſing the follow- 
ing inſcription for that purpoſe) and hoped 
it might be done while he was yet a- 
_ ,** hive;”---but what are the hopes of man 
death prevented him that pleaſing ſatisſac- 
tion, though it cannot rob his memory of 


ſuch a tribute of filial and fraternal attach - 
ment. eiter n 2 AN 
A) MienAzl JonnsoNn. | 

Vir impavidus conſtans, animoſus, pericu- 

Jorum immemor, laborum patientifimus ; 
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fiducia Chriſtiana fortis, ferviduſque; Pater+ 
familias apprimè ſtrenuus ; Bibliopola admo- 
dum peritus ; mente et libris et negotiis ex- 


culta; animo ita firmo, ut, rebus adverſis 


diu confliQatus, nec ſibi nec ſuis defuerit: 
Lingua fic temperata, ut ei nihil quod aures 
vel pias vel caſtas læſiſſet, aut dolor vel vo- 
luptas unquam expreſſerit. 

Natus Cubleiæ in agro Derbienk, anno 
MDCLV1, obijt MDCCXXXI, 


Appoſita eſt SARA Conjux. 


Antiqua FoRDoRUM gente oriunda; quam 
domi ſedulam, foris paucis rotam ; nulli 
moleſtam, mentis acumine et judicii An 
tate præcellentem; aliis multum, ſibi parum 


indulgentem: Æternitati ſemper attentam, 


omne fere Virtutis nomen commendavit. 
Nata Nortoniæ Regis, in agro Varvicenſi, 
anno MDCLXIX; obijt MDCCLIX. 


Cum NATHANAELE illorum filio, qui natus 
MDCCXII, cum vires et animi et corporis 
multa pollicerentur, anno MDCCXXXVII, 
vitam brevem pia morte finivit. 


In the Spring of 1759, Dr. Johnſon pub- 
liſhed his Raflelas, Prince of Abyſhnia,” a2 
beautiful little novel, abounding in moral 
ſentiments, and remarkable for a happy imi- 
tation of the Oriental writers. His deſign in 
this was, to ſhew the futility of our reſearches 
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after Happineſs, in the various diſguiſes of 
pteafure which this world produces; and that 
wis:only to be found in our own minds, and 
a dependance on Providence. Among other 
topics Which this literary gem treats of, is 
that of Marriage, which I think is better 
dſcuſſed here than in anv other book I ever 
read, and as ſuch muft afford no inconſider- 
able inſtruction to all married people. 

What probably might bave given him the 
firſt idea of this novel, was his early tranſla- 
tion of the Voyages of Lobo, whilſt he reſided 
at Birmingham, whicly deſcribes the hiſtory, 
antiquities, povernment, religion, and man- 
ners of the Abyſfinlans; and to this tranſla- 
tion We are, perhaps. indebted for that rieh- 
nets of imagery, and critical knowledge of 
the Eaſtern cuſtoms, ſo admirably diſplayed 
in the Rambler and Idler. . 

But from whatever ſource he drew his ma- 
terials, what firſt ſuzgſted the idea of mak- 
ing uſe of them, fhould not be withheld from 
the public, —it was the want of twenty pounds, 
to enable him to go down to Litchfield, to 
pay the laſt duties to his mother who was 
dying. . After having ſketched the deſign of 
it. he ſhewed it to a bookſeller, and told him 
his exigencies; but the other refuſed advanc- 
ing any money till he had feen the whole of 
the copy. The Doctor fat down with perſe- 
Ferance to comply with his requeſt ; ker 
| TS Hs, RP ll 
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11 
fore he had finiſhed it his mother died. He 
afterwards ſold it to another bookſeller. 
Soon after the aceeſſion of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, Lord Bute, who was then Firſt Lord of 
the 1 reaſury, being determined to penſion his 
countryman, Mr. John Home, author of the 
tragedy of Douglas, he thought it prudent to 
aſſociate him with an Engliſhman of eſtab- 
{liſhed literary reputation. Johnſon was im- 
mediately thought of; but What from the natu- 
ral ruggedneſs of his temper, and the bent of 
his political opinions, it was thought hazar- 
dous to make the application. His conſtant 
and intimate friend, Mr. Murphy, however, 
undertook it, who fought him out, and told 
him the ſubject of his meſſage. He received 
it with evident marks of ſurpriſe, and after 
pauſing a few: minutes, replied. No, Sir: 
„ They'll call me penſioner Johnſon,” —— 
Suppoſe they do, ſays Mr. Murphy, “ as 
you will be couſcious of not obtaining that 
„title diſgracefully, hat's in a name? 
Very true, Sir,” ſays the other, 1/1] con- 
ider of it: call upon me to- morrow, and 
bil gise you anenſwer.“ His friend preſſed 
him not to let matters. cool, and judiciouſſy 
pointed out the hazard of procraſtiuation; 
but he teplied, · The gueſtion, was mamen- 
** tous, and he would not be taken by ſur- 
40 prize.“ ” 
Next day he told Mr. Murphy he would 
accept it; and 1 in a few days afterwards the 
D 2 Doctor 
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Doctor waited upon Lord Bute to tha k 
him. In this interview they both be- 


baved with equal credit. Upon Johnſon's 
introduction, after expreſſing his obligations 
to his Majeſty, for this mark of royal favour, 
he added, And J accept it the more readily, 
<< as I am conſcious of not having obtained 
it by once dipping my pen in faction“ 
„True Doctor, ſaid Lord Bute; ** and 


«© what muſt give further fatisfaction to a 
mind like yours, I hope you'll never be 
« aſked to dip your pen in faction.“ Here 


the converſation ended, and Johnſon took 
his leave; but ſuch was the awkward feel of 


this patronage to him, that from that hour 


*44, 


he never once knocked at his Lordſhip's 
The learned leiſure,“ which this penſion 
enabled him to enjoy, being 3ool. per year, 


directed the Doctor to ſtudies more congenial 
to his mind than thoſe generally ſuggeſted by 


"bookſellers. He therefore fat down to a new 


edition of Shakeſpeare, which he publiſhed 
by ſubſcription in 1765, in eight volumes 
octavo. The general merit of this work 


repaid the public expectation ſo much, that 


it went through two editions in five years, 
and a certain literary character, Dr. Camp- 
bell, ſince dead, ſaid of it, That the pre- 
face and notes were worth the whole ſub- 
„ ſeription- money.“ eh en 
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Of the merit of Gra of the notes I have 
the misfortune of differing from him; but 
as to the pretace, I think. it one of the moſt. | 
ingenjious and critical we have in our lan- 
guage; it diſcuſſes with great fairneſs the 
unities of time and place, and without being 
blindly attached to his great author, ſpeaks 
enough of his character to aſſign him that 
immortality which the united voice of the 
public for near two centurics have given him. 
He praiſes. him, above all his cotemporaries, 
as the poet of ,nature—'The Poet that holds 
vp to his readers a faithful mirror of manners 
and of life; charaRers that are the genuine 
progeny of common humanity ; ſuch as the 
world will always ſupply, and obfervation 
will always find, 

In the year 1770, in, conjunction with 
Mr. Steevens, Doctor Johnſon enlarged 
his Shakeſpeare to ten volumes octavo, 
and thus by a combination of great abilities, 
it-is become at preſent our firſt book on the 
ſubject. 

On the night previous to the publication 
of the firſt edition, he ſupped with ſome 
friends in the Temple, when much pleaſan- 
try paſſing on the ſubject of commenta- 
torſhip, he took no 8 df the hours till 
the clock ſtruck five, then ſtarting as from a 
reverie he exclaimed, ** This may be ſport 
6 to you, Gentlemen, but you don't conſi- 
der there are but two hours between me 
61 and criticiſm,” 

Wy: The 
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The thirt edition of Johnſen and Steevens's 
Shakeſpeare is now in the preſs, under the 


| inſpection of : a gentleman every way fitted to 


the taſk by a ctitical knowledge "of the drama, 
as well as the comparative merit of .our beſt, 


And oldeſt Engtiſh Writers. - 


Dr. Johnſon's political works, conſiſting of 
«Taxation no Tyranny —Palkland Ifland — 
The Patriot and Falſe Alarm,” were publiſh- 
7 at 50, intervals, from about the year 

1750 to 1775 and perhaps it would be more 
885 the credit of his memory that they were 
never undertaken, as too many are/inclined to 
thipk, and in other reſpects his admirers, he 


| Has. facrificed his 1885 to the fu port of 


Muiſtefial ertors and corruption. cannot 
entirely agree in this opinion; as, however, 
the poſitions ke, laid dawn, may be Delitically- 
1005 nb. All thole "who knew. his heart. ay 
a Rim SHO for thinking them right; 

avs the gerimony with which he has Wige 
ph ie of the leaders and meafures of Oppoſi- 
tion was; his greateſt fault, and this oridoubt- 
555 mould 1 Him the character of an. 
mpartial po tienan. _. 

* n the 9958 of his political labours the 
8 EXP rrefſed, or rather renewed a deſire ; 
Which. 4 be . 10 long . conceived, that 
be ſcarce] remembered: 1 ow the wiſh was 
otiginall 5 ” to viſit the Hebrides, 
or Weſtern Wands of Scotland. In this 
journey, which was begun in the zear 755 5. : 
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he was accompanied by Mr. Boſwell, author 


of the Hiſtory of Corfica, and other literary 


pieces, © A companion,” (ſays the Doctor 
in his account of this Journey) ** whoſe a- 


cuteneſs would help my enquiry, and whoſe 


gaiety of converſation and civility of man- 
ners are ſufficient to countetact the incon- 
veniencies of travel in countties leſs hoſpi- 
table than thoſe we have paſſed. 
After his return, and about the beginning 
of the year 1975, he publiſhed his remarks, 
under the title of. A Jounery to the Weſt⸗ 
ern Iſlands of Scotland,” © 

This journey, though performed throught 
ſome of the moſt uncultivated parts of Scot- 
land, he has made very entertaining--He 
ſhews beſide an accurate account of the coun- 
try, the eye of a philoſopher piercing 
through the manners, cuſtoms, and wants 
of an uncivilized people; and then compares 
them with the luxuries and artifical wants of 
more refined life. He has repaid his debts 
of hoſpitality, by ſeveral ' honourable and 
grateful accounts of the Lairds aud leading 
men at whoſe houſes he was entertained ; 
and even in lower life, he has condeſcended 
to give ſome pleaſing portraits of virtue and 
rural ſimplicity. 

In the courſe of this work, he goes into 


an enquiry —— the authenticity of 


Oſſian's Poems, ed ſome years ſince 
oy * James Me. Pherſon, the 5 fue of 
D 4 which 
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which enquiry. he gives us in the following | 
wards) p. 273 and 274. 

„ believe they never exiſted in any other 
<<. form than that which we have ſeen. 


The Editor, or Author never could ne 


the orignal, nor can it be ſhewn by a 

% other: to revenge reaſonable e 

+< by. refuſing evidence, is a degree of inſo- 
« ence with which the world is not yet ac- 
<<.,quainted,. and ſtubborn audacity is the laſt 
<6 refuge of [guilt : it would be caſy to 
c ſhew it if he had it - but whence could 
«© it be had? It is too long to be remember- 
$+.ed, and the language formerly had nothing 
written. He has doubtleſs inſerted names 
e that circulate in popular ſtories, and may 
% have tranſlated ſome popular ballads, if 


«any. can be found ; and the names and 


* ſome of the images being recollected, 
„ make an. inaccurate auditor imagine, by 
„ the help of Caledonian bigotry, that he 
has formerly heard the whole.” 

Some part of this paſſage gave offence to 


the Editor of Oſſian's Poems, and an epiſ- 


tolary altercation is ſaid to have enſued, 
Which of them was right, in reſpect to the 
authenticity of the Poems, would be raſhneſs 
in me to decide, ſeeing that aſter much /ite- 
rary diſpute on the ſubject, it is fill unſet- 
tled: but that the Doctor diffe red in opinion 
with the Editor rather 170 coarſely, ] believe, 
"INIT will allow. * An author no doubt 

| 00 may - 
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% may be conſidered as a general challen- 
ger, whoſe writings every body has a 
© right to attack;“ but it is of much im- 
4 — to the credit of an aſſailant, that to 
à proportioned degree of judgment and in- 


formation, he brings good ann and im- | 


Partiality. 

Tho? we do not find the Doctor n 00 
in any capital work about this period, his 
muſe was not idle in the ſervice of his friends. 
He wrote the Prologue to the comedy of the 
Good-natured Man, for Dr. Goldſmith; 
and on the Doctor's death which happened 
ſome years afterwards, paid a tribute of reſpect 
to his memory, by an elegant Latin inſerip- 
tion, which 1s ſince placed on * monument 
in Weſtminſter Abbey 
For the widow of the late Mr. Hugh Kelly 
he likewiſe wrote an Occaſional Prologue to 
to the Word to the Wiſe,” performed for 
her benefit after her huſband's deceaſe. This 
comedy was, originally brought out by Mr. 
Kelly, in the year 1770s but was damned on 
the ſecond night of performace, without a 
fair hearing, by the volence of a party, who 
| Karo the author as a miniſterial penſioner. 

he writer of this account was preſent at 
both repreſentations, and he hopes never a- 
gain to ſee ſuch partial treatment within the 
walls of a theatre; where an author, fairly 
putting himſelf on the audience as on a jury, 
to 4 the merits of his piece, is condemned 
D 5 on 
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on bat does io dat coupe, in evidence before 
i l 

Whilſt J am decling upon this circum- 
- So L;cannot, avoid mentioning a mode of 
 damhBayon, (Which then appeared to me te 
be quite new) practiſed by ſome profeſſed 
enemies of Mr. Kelly, the cond night of 
repreſentation, , 

A body, eonſiſting of about twenty eagle, 
ſpread. themſelves, neaily in the center of the 
pit, with, a leader at their head, to give them 
dhe che. He accordingly watched all thoſe 
Here miſtakes in repreſentation, which will 
ſonbetimes unavoidably happen, together witx 
all thoſe;-weak.. patlages, or familiar words 
in the ſcene, and inſlantly turning them to 
mis oon advantage, ſet up a horſe. laugh, 
which was followed by his whole corps. 

4 Unqueſtionably there, was mach: malice iu 
this procedure, but at the ſame time it muſt 
- he eenfeſſed there was great generalſhip.— 

rg rather provokes. indignation, than 
; ts; partizans--=but langhing is often an 
irrefiſtible impulſe, which, becomes contagi- 
ous from example, and thus gains involun- 
tary; profelytes. ; That this. was the. caſe on 
that: night was very clear, as the laughers 
ae See, and the play was with- 

wn, 1 
- Kelly failed in the repreſen- 

this comedy, he did not in the 
ſpecceſs of it---he printed it by g 
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by which he got 800l. and thus obtained 
ſome proof that the ſenſe of the public our. 
of doors did not agyes with that of his Judges 
within. 4 
Here fo hong a pauſe A in Dr. 
Johnſon's literary purſuits, that moſt people 
thought they were at an end. His age and 
growing infirmities encouraged this opinion, 
and he was at times heard to ſay,** he thought 
„ he had written enough.“ However, an 
accident took place, which made him alter 
this reſolution, and gave a new acceſſion of 
fame to his character as a writer. 
About the year 1778, the Bookſellers ban 
ing agreed to publiſn a body of | Engliſh 
Poetry, they applied to Doctor Johnſon tor 
write Prefaces to the works of each author. 
He accepted their. propoſals, and the agree- 
ment was ſtruck for two hundred pounds. 
The deſign at firſt was no more than that 
which we find in the French Mifcellanies; 
containing a few dates, with a general charac- 
ter, and the engagment was made agrecable 
to this deſign: but the flowers of Engliſts 
poetry ſprung up ſo agreeably under the culti- 
vation of the Doctor's hand, that he voluntari- 
ly enlarged his plan, both in regard to the lives 
and critical remarks, „ not without the 
« honeſt deſire“ (as he expreſſes himſelf in 
the advertiſement to that Work) "oy "Ng 
& uſeful en 5 r c 


- 
— 


a 
Kt 6 ) 
When the life of Cowley, which was the 
firſt ſpecimen. was finiſhed, the great variety 
of matter and accurate criticiſms, which he 
beſtowed on that author, gave the bookſellers 
the moſt certain proſpe& of ſucceſs. . The 
Doctor's powers had been thought to be ra- 
ther on the decline, but by this and the ſub- 
ſequent lives,” the public ſaw him flouriſh in 
a green old age, adding freſh: vigour to his 
fancy, -and additional experience to his judg- 
ment. His ſtyle too, which in The Rambler 
more particularly, was thought furgid, was 
admitted to he much improved, ſo that, when 
the bookſellers publiſned the whole of the 
lives in four volumes octavo (independent of 
the works of the Britiſh Poets) the ſale be- 
came univerſally rapid, and the book is ho. ] 
become as great a favourite in the libraries of 
Europe, as any of the Doctor's | moſt cele - 
, r 
That there is much learning and great 
reach of mind in this performance, I readily 
admit; but yet there are ſome few paſſages 
that I wiſh, for the Doctor's memory, he 
had left out. In the life of Waller parti- 
cularly, he charges Hampden with being 
©, the zealot f rebellion, ſorgetting that he 
himſelf becomes a partizaa by this charge. 
In the life of Milton, he attributes to that 
great man the character of being ſevere 
and arbitrary.--- That he theught woman 
made only for obedience, and man only for re- 
o ae; | « bellion,”? 
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6©-bellion.” And in anather place, ſpeaking 
of Milton's brother, Chriſtopher, who was 
bred to the law, and made a judge by King 
James the Second, he remarks, but his 
e conſtitution being too weak for buſineſs, 
* he retired before any diſreputable compliances 
& became — 4 by this remark, in ſome 
degree anticipating the line of conduẽt he 
would purſue under ſuch circumſtances. | 

In the life of Congreve, he commits, him- 
ſelf to Criticiſm with a looſeneſs unbecom- 
ing the general chaſtity of his pen : ** of his 
„plays (ſays he) I cannnot ſpear diſtinctiy, 

for ſince I inſpected them, many years haue 
© paſſed; but what remains upon my me- 
_ * mory is, that his characters are commonly 
e fictitious and artificial, with very little of 
e nature, and not much of life. 

His ſcenes exhibit not much of imagery 
or paſſion: his perſonages are a kind of 
intellectual gladiators ; every ſentence is to 
% ward or ſtrike; the conteſt of ſmartneſs is 
never intermitted ; his wit is a meteor play- 
ing too and fro, with alternate corruſca- 
tions. His comedies have therefore, in 
e ſome degree, the operation of tragedies; 
<* they ſurpriſe. rather than divert, and raiſe 
** admiration oftner than merriment.” . 

Surely in giving ſo harſh and particular a 
criticiſm,” on ſuch an eſtabliſhed author as 
FOE, he * not to have truſted de 
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the recollection of many years pat, particularly 
when the materials for more recent informa- 
tion were fo near at hand. But theſe are 
Mtle blemiſhes that perhaps are to be found 
in all works of any magnitude; fits of petu- 
lance and indolence will ſeize us at the a 
as in the more momentous affairs of life ; ir 
is by the general merit of the writer, as of 
the man, that his character ought to be alcer- 
2 
I be very great ſucceſs of the Lives of the 
Britich Poets, induced the bookſellers to 
matze him a preſent of one hundred pounds 
more than they had agreed for, and on going 
to prefs with the third edition, they added 
another hundred pounds to the former. 
"And here it is to be obſerved, as a circum- 
ſtance highly to the honour and integrity of 
Dr. Jobnfon's character, that when the aſ- 
figament of thoſe Lives was carried to him, 
his objected to the covenant, (undertaking to 
affign the eventual term of fourteen years, 
which would devolve to him if he lived to 
the end of the firſt Period ſtated by act of 
parliament) faying, “it would be eftabtifh- | 
20 ing a precedent which might be injurious 
* to future authors: ---he at the ſame time 
| Kor y added, ** why even. then ” ſhalt be 
but gh. Hr. + 
* Met og this fact mierthy- to Mer thay he 
was influenced by the pureſt motives in this 
tranſaction, and which in the firſt edition of 


„„ 
this work, from not being ſo minutely in 
formed, I had, in ſome reſpeck, miſtated. 

The Doctor now determined to ceaſe from 
his literary labours. He had reached his ſe- 


venty-ſeeond year, and found the infirmi- 1 
ties of old age growing faſt upon him. He 7 
bad likewiſe wiſdom enough to ſee he had ia 
ſtopped at the proper time, in the full ca- = 
reer of reputation; and that, many. authors Hi 
paſſing beyond theſe limits, inſtead of reach» Li 
ing additional fame, had ſometimes found 1 
He therefore compoſed himſelf for the | 
quieter ſcenes of life, by making excurfiong 1 
, to the country in ſummer, and enjoying the 'Þ 
converſation of his friends in winter. Litch< | f 
field, the place of his nativity, was his. genes 1 
ral route. Here he found great pleaſure in = 
_ viſating thoſe places which were the favourite | 1 
baunts of his earlier days, and converſing 1 


with thoſe friends whom the ravages of time 
had ſpared. At one period he obliged the 
maſter. of the ſchoo] where he had been edu- 
cated, to reſtore to the boys an annual enter- 
tainment of Furmenti, which had been the 
cuſtom in his days, but had for ſome; years 
been diſcontinued; and at another, he has 
been caught with his hat, coat, and wig off, 
leaping over an old rail in a field, becauſe it 
was: the favourite exerciſe of his boyiſh days. 
His fortune enabled him to live in this 
manner, as the penhon hie enjoyed from the 
crown, 
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crown, with the addition of his former earn- 


ings, always governed by a proper œcoο f, 


gave him the full Fen of the otium cum dig 


nilate. 


But whilſt life was thus evenly ebbing to 
its cloſe, with only the interruption of ns 
occaſional fickneſs incident to old age, he 
was, during the night in the ſummer of 
1783, attacked wich a paralytic ſtroke, at 
his houſe in Bolt-court, Fleet-ſtreet, which 
deprived him of the powers of ſpeech. He 


Acne with the attack ; and as religion was 
ever uppermoſt in his hours of retirement, 
| he attempted to repeat the Lord's prayer in 


Engliſh---but could not---he attempted it 


in Latin with the ſame effeQ---at laſt he ſuc- 


ceeded in Greek. He immediately rung the 
bell, but, on the approach of his ſervant, 

ia not. articulate a f. yllable. Feeling. 
however, 1 5 he retained 140 full uſe of his 
ſenſes, he ſignified a deſire for pen, ink, and 
paper, and Ide the following note to Mr. 
Allen, a printer, who lived next door to him; 


a very honeſt, virtuous, good man, who had 


been his intimate and confidential friend for 


many years, and at whoſe death (which hap- 


pened ſuddenly laſt ſummer) the Doctor ſaid, 
* he never knew a man fitter to ſtand in the 
190 e of his God”... 


wa 
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„% DEAR SIR, 


< [t hath pleaſed Almighty God his motn- [7 
ing to deprive me of the powers of ſpeech x 
and as I do not know but that it might be "1 
his further good pleaſure to deprive me 1 
ſoon of my ſenſes, I requeſt you will, on j 
* the receipt of this note, come to me, and = 
act for me, as the exigencies of my caſe 
may require. Ren ol of 

rn am fincerely your's, - oy WH. 
Un 23040: 4%, Bo JO UNS ONS HY 
« To Mr. Edmund Allen.” 28 kee 9 


Mr. Allen immediately attended him, and | 10 
ſent for his uſual phyſicians, Drs. Heberden | 
and Brockleſby, who in the courſe of a few | 
months recovered him ſo much, that he was | 
able to take the air, and viſit his friends as | 

uſual. Hrs} | LED: [9 

'He continued every day growing better ; 
and as he found his ſpirits much relieved by 
ſociety, it was propoſed by ſome friends, to | 


] / eſtabliſh a club in the neighbourhood, which 
would anſwer that purpoſe. The Doctor 
ſeemed highly pleaſed with the propoſal, and 

after naming ſome friends, whom he wiſhed ' 

to have about him, they met early laſt win- 

ter, at the Eſſex-head, in Eſſex ſtreet, for 
the firſt time, when the Doctor being una» 
nimouſly 
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nimouſly called to the chair, he ſurprized 
them with a ſet of rules, drawn by himſelf, 
a2 Ben Johnſon did his ( Zeges Convivales,” 
which being read, and approved of by the 
reſt of the members, were e regularly wen 
in a book for that purpoſ. 
Theſe rules, to ule. his own words, are 
«founded i in frequency and parſimony ;” and 
as the public may have ſome curiaſity in ſee- 
_ Ing fo learned a man as Dr. Johmſon in his 
hours of ſocial relaxation, the following 13 
an authentic copy of them, together with the 
names of the geutlemen who compoſed the 


club, as they ſtood, on the rota of . 
YT altendance. | 


170 eee Aal of the pn agollh __ 
addy — tommenced the roch of Decanier, 17 759. 
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+ £0, ro dag deep thoughts rh me fiir to > french © 
” In n alter no repenting draws.) 
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$ TE Club hall conſiſt of 3 
e The: meetings hall be on the 
Monday,. Wedneſdays, and Saturday, of eve - 
ry week; but on the week 10 Exfer de 

there mal be no meeting. 


* y Tree of he wembers * 1 4 the 
Royal Society, this night was afterwards changed te 
e for their convenience. 


II. Every 
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III. Every member i is at liberty to introduce 
a \ friend once in a week, but not oftner. 


"714 Two members ſhall oblige themſelves 
to attend in their turn every night fr Om eight 


to ten o'clock, or procure two to attend in 
their room. 


* 3 & $1 * * 


IF. Every WOT] prefen at the Chub 


' ſhall ſpend 2 leaſt ix-pence ; and every man 


who ſtays away, ſhall forfeit zhree-pence. 


V. The maſter of the boufe ſhall keep an 
zecount of the abſent members. and deliver 
to the preſident of the IT a unt 2 the for- 
fein incutretn. 


VI. "When any member returns, 3 
ſence, he ſhall immediately lay. down his for» 
feits; which if he omits to do, the oe 
ſhall require them of him. 


33 Hrs: 
: 


VII. There ſhall be no _— ena, 


but every member ſhall. adjuſt. bis OWN ex- 


pences. 


VIII. The leans of indifpenfible | arten- 
ins will come to every, member once A 
month. ' Whoever, ſhall for three months 
together omit to attend himſelf, or by ſub- 


Wee e f "Wall make any apology Fa 
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tbe: fourth, month, ſhall be ate; as 
1 1 abdicated the n 


| IX. When a vacancy. is to be . the 
name of the candidate, and of the member 


recommending him, ſhall Rand in the Club- 


room thiee nights: on the fourth he may be 
choſen by ballot, ſix members at leaſt being 
pteſent. and two-thirds of the ballots being 
in his favour, or the majotity, ſhould . 
numbers not be diviſible by three, 7 4 


X. The maſter of the houſe ſhall give no- 
tice, ix days before, to each of thoſe members 
whoſe turn of neceſſary attendance is come. 


The notice may be in theſe words: [. Sir, 
© On the of will be 
8 your turn o? prefiding' at the Eſſex-head; 
1 22 1 | is Bn ay wax thy re- 


IK queſted. .! n an, 


One penny thatt be left wh each member 


for the Waiter. 
" Nighth Ras if 1 2228 und, 


(ai each member at his entrance, marking 
is attendance thus V; and threg-pence for 
every preceding night which 1 is not marked 
n his name in the book thus V. 


TY | I. The 


4 


I. The prefident will collect ſeven-pence | 
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II. The forfeits to be paid over to the 


landlord. The ſeven-pence to be conſidered 
as part of each member 8 diſtinct dan 
III. Two letters of notice are to be for- 
warded each night, by the Penny-poſt, to the 
preſidents of that day rents, as by liſt 
of the members. | 


IV. When the Wer are * V 
ſhould be noted 1 in the book |», +a 


Lift' of the members of the Eſſx-head dull, 


when firſt inſtituted, as they flood on * rota | 


of monthly attendance. 


Dr. jo ohnſon, - 
Dr. Horſley, 
Dr. Brockleſby, 
Jodderell, 7 the 
William Cooke, Eſq;. 
W. Ryland, Eſq; 
Paradiſe, Eſq; 
Dr. Burney, | ; 
John Hoole, Eſq; --- 
Franceſco Saſtres, Eſq; | 
Mr, Edmund Allen, Tdead) - 
Hon. Daines Barrington, 
James 7 R „ 
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r. John Nichols, 
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* dward Poore, Bla; 

"Rt. Hon, William Wadi, Kt. 2. 
Thomas IT ers, Eſq; it 


William Cruikſhank, Eſq: TS. 184 4 
W. Seward,..Ei{q 


„ Clarke, ke. ta; (oon en re 
London.) J 


Wilken Strahan, © M. r. Ti 6, 
Arthur * 2 "WP . 
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was a conſtant viſiter, and ſeemed to reſerve 
His ſpfrits and converſation for thoſe nreet. 


ings, to the delight and improvement of his 
friends. In this career of innocent relaxa- 
tion, the conſtant bleeding, which he was 
obliged to undergo for the. neceſſary reduc- 


tion of an aſthma; (with which he was af⸗ 


H.Qed many years) brought on 4 droply, 
which again conhned him to his houſe for 
ſome months in theiſpring of 784. Lal] 


In the fagomer ofithe n he grew ſo 
much better, that ſuppoſing the air of haly 
might be the belt means of re-eſtabhſhing his 


health, he hinted: in converfation his defire 


to undertake that journey. His old and inti- 
mate friend Sir Joſhua Reynolds, eager to 
extend a life ſo dear to himſelf, and ſo valu- 
able to the public, and yet thinkm A | the 


1's 


if 
- * 5 


e 


. | 


« * | 
Doctor's finances not equal to the project, 
mentioned the circumſtance to the Lord 


Chanesllor, adding, . that if his penſion 


could be encreaſed two hunderd a- year 


more, it would be fully ſafhcient for the 


<< /purpoſe.” His Lordthip met the pro- 
poſal cordially, and took the firſt ogpertpnity 


to ſpeak of it to the K--rg, 


His M. had been previouſly et. 
od of the Doctor's intention, and ſeemed 
to think favourably of it; but whether he 
did not conceive the Lord Chancellor's ap- 


1 to be direct. or that he underſtoed 


r. Johnſon's phy ſicians had no opinien 


of this journey, when it was mentioned to 


him he waved the mee 


The l on this, -x wrote to "Dy: 


Johnſon, infotming him, that as the return 


of his health might net wait the forms of the 


addition to his penſron, he might draw im- 


mediateiy upon him for: — which r 
mis banker's for that purpole. 7 


So liberal and unexpected an offer from 
a quarter where he had no right to expect at, 
called forth the Doctor's gratitude, and he 


immediately wrote the Lord n he 
don ng * : | 


* 
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My Lord, 


% Ar TER a long and not inattentive ob- 
ſervation on mankind, the generoſity of 


your lordſhip's offer raiſes in me no lefs 
wonder than gratitude. Bounty ſo libe- 
rally beſtowed I ſhould gladly receive if 


my condition made it neceſſary; for to 
ſuch a mind who would not be proud to 


oven his obligation ? But it hath pleaſed 


God to reſtore me to ſuch a meaſure of 
health, that if I ſhould now appropriate 
ſo much of a fortune deſtined to do good, 
I could not eſcape from myſelf the charge 


of advancing a falſe claim. My journey 
to the continent, though I once thought 


it neceſſary, was never much encouraged 


by my phyſicians, and I was very deſir- 
ous that your Lordſhip ſhould be told of 
it by Sir Joſhua Reynolds as an event 
very uncertain ; for if | ſhould grow much 


better I ſhould not be willing, and if much 
worſe, I ſhould not be able to migrate. 


«© Your Lordſhip was firſt ſolicited with- 


out my knowledge; but when I was told 


that you was pleaſed to honour me with 


your patronage, I did not expect to hear 
of a refuſal; yet as I have had no long 
time to brood hope, and have not rioted 
in imaginary opulence, this cold reception 


has been ſcarce a diſappointment ; and 
from your Lordſhip's kindneſs I have re- 


ceived a benefit which men like you _ 
able 
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able to beſtow. I ſhall now live mihi cariar, 
with a higher opinion of my own merit. 

I am, my Lord. 

Lour Lordſhip's moſt 

.  — Mott gratefol, 
And 


obliged; _ .. 


moſt humble ſervant, _ 


$4304 
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To the Ri 


ght Honourable 5 
the Lord Chancellor. 
Sept. 1784. | | 


The Doctor was at Litchfield when he wrote 
this letter, on his return from Derbyſhire, in 
tolerable good health. However, on his arri- 
val in town in October, Providence thought 
fit to make all pecuniary as well as medical 


application unneceffary,' The dropſy re- 
turned in his legs, which ſwelled to ſuch a 


thickneſs that his phyſicians had no hopes of 
his recovery. They however continued to 
viſit him, and preſcribe ſuch medicines as 


were beſt calculated to compoſe and quiet his 


zains. He was likewiſe occaſionally viſited 
y ſeveral of his friends, and, at intervals, 


poſſeſſed his ufual ſpirits and flow of con- 


yerſation. 
His conſtant friend, as well as phyſi- 
cian, Dr, Brockleſpy, calling upon him one 
morning, after a * much pain and 
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reſtleſſneſs, 


[74 1 
reſtleſfaeſs he. AY repeated Airy lines 
from 


pom oh! Doctor, Te 


20 Canſt thou not miniſter to a mind diſeas' d, 
Pluck from the memory a rooted ſorrow, 
| << Raze out the written troubles of the brain, 
And with ſome ſweet obliyious antidote 
<« Cleanſe the full boſom of that perilous ſtuff 
« Which weighs upon the heart? 
And when the Doctor replied i in Ws follow- 
ing words of the ſame author: 


— “ T herein the patient, 
„ Muſt miniſter unto' himſelf. 12 


—He exclaimed, «, well applied, 3 | 
W s. more. than, poctically true.” ? 
On the Thurſday before his —— finding 
Aan grow. worſe, he inſiſted on knowing 
from Dr., Bre, whether. there T6: 

hopes of his recovery? The Doctor at fir 
waved the queſtion; but he repeating, i. with 
great eagerneſs, the other told him, “ that 
trom the complication of diſorders he labour- 
ed. under, and the advanced ſtate of life. he 
was in, there were but little hopes, he ro- 
ceived, bis, fate with firmneſs; thaghed him, 
and ſaid he would endeavour to compoſe him- 
telf. for the approaching ſcene. 

The next day, a friend of his, hearing this 
alar ming ſentence, and; anxious to have every, 
Poſſible e tried for his recovery, brought 


Is, 


f 


C 0 3 

Dr. Warren to him; but he would take no 
preſcription ; he ſaid, *© he felt it too late, the 
ſoul then wanted medicine and not the body.” 
Upon the Doctor's taking his leave, he told 
him“ he muſt not go till he had given him 
his ſee, and then preſenting him with a copy 
of his Lives of the Poets, begged his acceptance 
of it, aſſuring him * that was all the fee he 
had ever given his other two phy ſicians. 

For ſome weeks before he died, he received 
the ſacrament two, or three times in each 
week; on the mornings of thoſe days he 

begged that no body might diſturb him, not 
even his phyficians, but in caſes of abſolute 
neceſſity. He ſpent a great part of the pre- 
ceding nights in prayer, and in the act of 
communion he ſhewed a piety and fervency 
of devotion. that communicated itſelf to all 
around him. An: intimate friend of his 
coming into the room one day after this cere- 
mony, the Doctor exclaimed (his face at the 
ſame time brightening with a ray of cheerful 
piety), oh my friend, I owe: you many 
obligations through life; but they will-all 
be more than amply repaid! by your taking 
this moſt important advice, u A GooD 
r 3 26 avi ganamony 
The Saturday night preceding his death, 
he was obliged to be turned in the bed by 
two ſtrong men employed for that purpoſe; 
and though he was very reſtleſs, yet: when a 
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friend aſked him in the morning, whether 
the man he had recommended to fit up with 
mswaswakeful and alert. The Doctor, 
recovering his pleaſantry ab little, 'rephed, 
Not at all, fir, his: vigz/ance was that' of a 
dormoule, and his activity that of a AN 
onhis firſt entrance into a wheel.“ 
The next night he was at rot deli : 
rious; ancl in one of thoſe fits, ſeeing a friend 
at thebediſide, he exclaimed; * What, will 
that fellow never have done talking poet 
td mei Hertrovered his kenſen before morn- 
ing, but ſpoke little after this: His heart, 
however, was not unemployed, as by his 
fixed attention, and the motion of his lips, 
it was evident he was pouring out his ſoul in 
Prayer. He languiſhed in this manner till 
5 Oclock on Monday evening, the 13th 
cember, 1784, and thenſex pired' eee, 
a groan, in the 1 his age. 
5: ths body was opened on W Ineſday the 
ATsth r the preſence of Drs. He- 
berden and Brockleſby, where the cauſes 
which produced his laſt di ſorder were diſ- 
goverable, but fbund impracticable 0 have 
been removerl by medicine. His heart was 
uncommonly 3 as if analogous to the extent 
and alibeniliq of his mind: and what was very 
extraordinary, one of his kidneys was entirely 
conſumed; though he never once complained 


of any nepbritic, cer gravelly diſorder. It is, 
however, to be conjectursd, that he on 
ome 


11 
ſome preſenti mont of chis cireumſtanee, as a 
few moaths before his death he hadt ann 
ment willi his phy ficians, on the poſhbiliry 
of a man's living after the laſp of one of — 
R ue 173] ' 384 IS tt 510 1829 pM; 

Some time previous to his' ones hy aniided a 
will, ſubſeribed only by two wimefſes); but 
telling the eircumſtances to ſome friend, wh 
knew: he had al freehold of abòbut twelve 
pounds a-year in Litchfield, in right of his 
father, another was drawn; ; but ſo tardy 
are ſome of the wiſeſt men, even in the 
moſt neceſſary acts, when they awaken the 
fears of deathe- it was only ia feu werks before 


he died, that the blanks were filled up; On 


the ſame prineiple of delay tie reviftorr of 
many manuſeripts was poſtponed, ſdme of 
which were burnedby: the Doctor the! week 
before he died. to avoidi being left in an im- 
perfect ſtate. Amongſt the teſt was one Book 
out of two, wherein he had noted ſome hints 
for writing his life, See W oy 
the flames by Rake 1 t bak ; mn 


Though. have f afoinet an akin ic vr | 


of the doctor's will to theſe memoirs, there 
are, two, clauſes. which, in juſtice, to him, 
ought particularly to be explained, and com- 
mented on. —By the firſt, he has left an an- 
nuity ok zol. to his old faithful black fervant 
Francis Barber, who lived with him for hear 
forty years; and ho, by a faithful, aft 
eee diſcharge of his duty, has de. 

Ly ſerved 


PPP 
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ferxed-this mark of his | maſter's generofity 
and friendſhip. When he had determined 
on this legacy for him, he aſked Dr. Brock- 
leſby, who bappened to be fitting with him, 
how much people in general left to their 
favourite ſervants ? the: other anſwered him, 
from tventy to fifty ꝓounds a- year, but that 
no nobleman gave more than the laſt ſum: 
5 Why chen, ſays the Doctor, “ Il be 
Nobili „ for I have left Frank . ſeventy 
pounds A- year and as it probably will make 


the poor fellow's mind eaſy, to know that 


he will 1 for after my death, I'll be 

obhged to you to tell him of ii.“ 
If we compare this gene rous action wich 

what of his brother poet Pope, how 

Dr. Joboſon riſes in generous feelings and 

ateful remembrance of faithful ſervices? 

When the bard of Twickenham died, be 


| Jeft but one hundred pounds to his favourite 


Jervant John Searle, and one more on the 
death of Mrs. Martha Blount, which was 


eventual; and yet he diſtinguiſhes this man, 
in his epiſtle to Dr. Arbuthnot, under the 
character of good Tobn. 


Shut, ſhut the door, good John, fatigued I kid, i 
Tie up the knocker, ſay, I'm ſiek, I'm dead.“ 


And Dr. Warburton, who had an opportu- 
nity of knowing the fact, calls him, in a 
note upon this paſſage, his old and faith- 
val a But rie paſs from 
351 | dhe 
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the head, generous actions ariſe from the 
heart. t AIST 
The other clauſe does his memory equal 
honour, When Dr. Johnfon's father died, 
which is now above thirty years ago, he owed 


Mr. Innys, a bookſeller, who lived in Pater- 


noſter Row, thirty pounds; after many enqui- 
ries the Doctor found out the deſcendant of 
this man, and has left him the ſum of two hun- 
_ @red pounds, as a compenſation for the loſs of 
the principal, and intereſt for ſo many years. 
By a coinputation of the Doctor's fortune, 
the whole is eſtimated at about wo thouſand 
pounds, which, with the penſion of three hun- 
dred pounds a year, he enjoyed during his 
life, it ſeems ſomewhat ſingular that he 
ſhould defire, or at leaſt connive at the pro- 
poſed encreaſe of that penſion to enable 
him to travel. Two hundred pounds a- year 
was all the ſum required, and as this at far- 


theſt, could not be wanted above two years, 


his fortune, coupled with the ſituation and 
time of life he ſtood at, could very well 


afford ſuch a, deduction, without breaking 


that line of independence which ought inſe- 
parably to belong to ſuch a character. 

From a ſudden combination of thoſe cir- 
cumſtanees, therefore, it might be imagined, 
that the Doctor, with all his philoſophy, had 
caught that almoſt. inſeparable vice of old 
age, avarite; but when it is conſidered, that 
a principal-part of. * fortune lay in the pub- 
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lie funds, which he could not diſpoſe of with- 
out a very material loſs—and the reſt was in 
private ſecurities, which might require time 
_ to call in, — truſt theſe facts will clear him 
from that imputation. Indeed, what puts his 
immediate want of money beyond all manner 
of doubt, is, that his penſion was under a 
mortgage to a particular acquaintance; and 
12 cleared off a few days before his death. ; 
So anxious was this good man to diſcharg 
every part of his moral character with punc- 
tuality, that ſome time before his death bh 
ſat down to recolle& what little ſums he 
might owe in the early part of his life to 
particular friends, which were never given 
with a view to be reſtored. Among this 
number he ſent a guinea to the ſon of an 
eminent primter, which he had borrowed / of 
his father many years ane 0 pay his rec- 
Koning! Mia tavern. rr e 
He likewiſe recollefted' 8 yhirry 
pounds of Sir Joſhua Reynolds at a great 
dliſtance of time; “ but this ſum (ſaid tlie 
Door to Sir Joſhua, with a manlineſs of 
mind which anſwered for the frelings of his 
friend being ſimilar to his own) ““ 1 hu 
to beſtow on a charity which I know-you'! 
approve” of. Hlis attention to his duty 
exerted itſelf in ſeveral little particulars, 
which might have eſcaped the generality even 
of good men, but which at once ſhewed the 
calmneſs of 9 8 the delicacy * 
1 is 
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order to be returned to the writers of them, 
leſt the confidence they: repoſed i him — 
fuffer'b by-any wantlof attention on his 

In Ae every ations of his life reflected 
the character Of / the man, Who uniformly 
iuſtrated the morals of his Fo vo the force 
of u err e 72H. ml 
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Dr Johnſen” abs eve; in his youth: 
cot never have been calculated either *“ to 
make women falſe,” or give him a prefercrice 
in the ſchools of Wanly, or military exerciſes. 
His face was formed of large coarle' features, 
which, from a ſtudious turn, when compoſed, 
locked ſluggiſh, yet « awful and contempla- 
tive. He Mad likewiſe early loſt the ſight 
of one of his eyes, which made him courſe 
every object he looked at in fo fingular a 
manner, as often to create pity, ſometimes 
laughter: The head at the front of this book 


his friendſni | ip Amongſt theſe may be rec: 
koned his Fling up feverab bags of letters in 
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is eftcericd à good likeneſs; indeed ſo much 
ſo," thut when the doctor Han the drawing, | 


he exdaimed, c Well; thou art an vely 


fellow, but fun, 1 believe thou art like the 


ofiginal. 203 


His face, berever, was Spelle bY great 
expteſſion, both in reſpect to "intelligence and 
alan as all thoſe can witneſs Who have 
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ſeen him in the glow: of converſation, or 
under the influence of grateful feelings. 4 
am the more confirmed in this opinion, by 
che authority of a celebrated French Phyſi- 
ognomiſt, who has, in a late publication on 
his art, given two different etchings of 
Dr. Johnſon's head, to ſhew the correſpon- 
dence between the countenance and the mind. 
In reſpeet to perſon, he was rather of the 
heroic ſtature, being above the middle ſize; 
but, though ſtrong, broad, and muſcular, 
his parts were ſiovenly put together. When 
he walked the ſtreets, what with the conſtant 
roll of his head, and the concomitant mo- 
tion of his body, he appeared to make 
his way by that motion, independent of his 
feet. At other times, he was ſubject, to be 
ſeized with ſudden conyulfions, which ſo agl» 
tated his. whole. frame, that, to thoſe who 
did not know his. diforder, it had the appear- 
ance. of madneſs. Indeed, to ſee him in 
moſt ſituations, he was not favourably diſtin- 
guiſhed, either by nature, or his habits. 
But the ſeverer ſtudies, though they may 
pring with them great learning and great 
knowledge, are ſeldom. found in the company 
of the graces. A man of letters, for the 
moſt part, ſpends in the privacies of ſtudy, 
that ſeaſon of life in which the manners are to 
be ſoftened into eaſe, and peliſhed into ele- 
gance; and, when he has gained knowledge 
enough to be reſpected, has neglected the 
6551 | 7 A minuter 
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minuter arts, by which he might have pleaſcd.“ 
Oft his familiar habits, the principal and 
moſt diſtinguiſhed was that of his being 
a ſevere and unremitting ſtudent. In his 
boyiſh days, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf in this 


line; and when we confider, that ſome time- 


after this he had been a teacher, for man 
years was employed as a tranſlator, ard thro' 
life an author, there was but little time left. 
for other purſuits: 
His domeſtic arrangements were always 
frugal, and he never aſpired, even when his 
fame and reputation were at the higheſt, to 
..exhibit,. either in his dreſs or eſtabliſhment, 
what the world calls a genteel appearance. 
A hittle before the death of his wife, he re- 
ceived into his houſe Mrs. Anna Williams, 
daughter of Dr. Zachariah Williams, who, 
tho' blind, poſſeſſed ſuch a ſhare of intellectual 
accompliſhments and cheerfulneſs of diſpoſi- 
tion as rendered her a very amiable companion 
to her bene factor, who allowed her twenty 
pounds a- year to her death (which happened 
about a year ago,) and otherwiſe behaved to 
her with an attention and reſpect every way. 
becoming his character. | 
The company of this very valuable woman 
vas a great reſource to him when at home; but 
as tis obſerved by one of Dr. Johnſon's friends 
that his houſhold gods were neither nu- 
merous or ſplendid enough for the reception 


E Rambler, vol. I. p. 85. 
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ef his great 1 he conſtantly vi- 
nited them, both in town and country, and 
and none ſo mach as the late Mr. and Mrs. 
IUhrale. In the family of this gentleman 
he lived a conſiderable part of the year, and 
they ſo perfecily underſtood bis habits, and 
had ſuch a proper reliſh for his converſation, 
that he ſeemed more at home there than any 
where; elſe— He had a ſuite of apartments 

for himſelf, both at their town and country 
| houſe—formed- a library principally: of his 
own, felection— directed the education of the 
Young: ladies, and was, in every reſpect, 0 
much ; the guide, Zhiloſopher and friend“ 
of the family, - that Mr. Thrale, on his 
death, left hun two hundred n ant 
appointed him one of his executors 

But ſoon after this event, by one of thoſe 

trials Which neither ſemale pride, or female 
philoſophy, can wirhſtand, this friendſhip was 
diſſolved bythe marriage of Mrs. Thrale. 1 he 
mere report of this had ſuch an effect on him, 
that for three nights he could not cloſe his eyes. 
He then wrote her a long letter of five quarto 
pages, diſſuading her from ſo raſh and diſ- 
graceful an union. To this he had no anſwer 
but a confirmation of the report, on nn 
he FRclawped,. in un batern att of e 

: « « Va arium a nutabil ſemper femina.” 
: | | w Prof 
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From the largeneſs of his perſon, the de- 
mands of nature were expected to be conſi · 
derable, and Nature was true to herſelf, He 
fed without much delicacy, either in choice 
or quantity but then his dinner was his laſt 


meal for the day. He formerly drank his 


bottle, it is ſaid with a view to diſpel that ap- 
prehenſion, which he dreaded through life, of 
approaching inſanity. But after wards ſuſ- 
pecting danger from: that habit, he almoſt 
totally abandoned it; - for,” ſaid he, in that 
moral and philoſophic ſtrain-which. generally 
diſtinguiſhed his remarks; **. What ferments 
the ſpirits, may alſo. derange..the intelleQts, 
and the means employed to counteraet dejec- 
tion may haſten the approach of madness. 
Even fixed, ſubſtantial melancholy is preſer- 
able to a ſtate. in which we can neither amend 
the future, nor. ſolicit mercy; for the paſt.“ 
In weaker liquors, however, he was more 
profuſe, particularly, in tea, which he drank 
at all hours, and on moſt occaſions; and ſo 
Ee was he of this liquor, that 
ie has often been known to drink twelve or 
ſourteen cups of it between two and three 
o'clock in the morning, and then go to reſt, 
without feeling the leaſt. inconvenience. Io 
the exceſs of tea drinking, and the too frequent 
uſe of acids, which he freely indulged him- 
ſelf with upon all occaſions, have been at- 
tributed that relaxed ſtate which he was in for 
many years before his death. He was "_ 
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told of thoſe conſequences—but in matter of 
perſonal habits, the Doctor would be his own 
E ce 
- He always ſought the company of women, 
and was ſo much delighted with them, that 
every appearance of philoſophic ruggedneſs. 

was inftantly exchanged for gentlenets, and 
the pleaſantries of converſation. He often 
acknowledged this, and at the ſame time 
would ſay, „There are few things we ſo 
univerſally give up, even in an advanced age,. 
as the ſuppoſition, that we have ſtill the power 
of 'ingratiating ourſelves with the fair ſex.” 
As he ſays of Milton, fortune appears- 
not to have had much of his care.“ In his out- 
ſet, and for many years afterwards indeed, 
he had no opportunities; but for many years 
. paſt; if fortune had been his object, ſuch extra- 
ordinary and uſeful talents were well entitled 

to it. The wits of Queen Anne's time were 
moſt of them liberally rewarded by places, 

ſome of them to a very conſiderable amount. 
The chaſle Congreve, for inftance, enjoyed 
above twelve hundred pounds per year, which 
even miniſterial changes did not deprive him 
of; whilſt Johnſon, as proud a name as any 
of them in literature -a greater than moſt of 
them in moral, touched the meridian of his 
fame, and paſſed that of his life, without the 
leaſt favour from government; and when mi- 
niſters did think fit to penſion him, it was 
perhaps more to anſwer the purpoſe of a tem- 
4 ia | Porary 
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= policy, than to reward the uſeful la- 
urs of philoſophyp. | 


In his traffic with bookſellers,” he ſhewed 
no great regard to money matters. By his 
dictionary he no more than merely ſupported 


himſelf, during the many years he was em- 


poſe in that great undertaking. By his 
amblers, I — before obſerved, he did 
not get much above two guineas per week; 
and though it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe he 
might, on a repreſentation of the encreafing 
fame of thoſe valuable papers, have got his 
ſtipend increaſed - he did not ſolicit ii: his 
pied. being few, they were competently ſup- 
1 57 
If it ſhould be aſked then, how he came 
to die worth two thouſand pounds? it is not 
to be imputed to the profits of authorſhip. 
He had for above twenty years enjoyed a pen- 
fon of three hundred pounds per year: he 
had, beſides, ſome legacies; and as his wants 
were always very few, and thoſe wants made 
leſs by his frequent domeſtication with his 
late friend, Mr. Thrale, and others, his ſav- 
ings contributed much to this ſum. Old age 
too had been approaching for ſome time; and 
it would ill become a man of Dr. Johnſon's 
prudence, to negleet providing for what may 
continue long, muſt be a period of inaction, 
and what always requires een comforts 
and conveniencies. 
een here ĩt is curious to pauſe on the = 
361 0 
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of different authors. Dr. Johnſon, who 
paſſed a long life in the ſervice of litera- 
ture; whoſe writings have done ſo much ho- 
nour to his country; and to the general cauſe 
of truth, perhaps never earned, communibus 
annis, more than two hundred pounds 
a year; whilſt many a Journaliſt, and Dra · 
matic Writer, Who — faid a thing that a 
wiſe, man ſhoutd: wiſh'to remember, have ob- 
taſned four times that ſum, by pandering to. 
| thei vices and! follies of the dp... 
In diteratufe, perhaps, Dr. Johnſon may 
bis: conſidered as the fiiſt man in his time 
he read moſt of the languages which are con- 
ſidered either as learned, or polite— Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin, French, aueh Was 
in particular ſo per ſeet a maſter of the Greek 
and Latin, that he could repeat, or turn to 
aloft any paſſage in any author of reputa- 
tion that could be mentioned. He was not 
even content with the common ſtock of an- 
tient learning, but extended it to the authors 
of the middle centuries, moſt of whom he 
could not only name, but en out the arg 
and deſign of their writing. 
Asa Philologift, he ſtood unique, which bis 
Dictionary off the» Engliſh Language, and th 
Lives of the Britiſb Poets, bear ene 
teſtimony... His criticiſms, in this laſt pro- 
duction, come forward with all the depth of 
erudition, aided by a moſt powerful and diſ- 
6 Senius; and ect he is the firſt 
J that 
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that | undertook this work generally, he has 
leſt nothing for his ſucceſſors to do- 

In hiſtory he poſſeſſed an intimate know- 
ledge of the ancient and modern parts, as 
well as in the annals and chronologies of 
moſt countries. In this uſeful ſtudy he did 
not merely content himſelf with exploring the 


ravages of tyrants, the deſolation of king- 
doms, the routs of armies, and the fall of em- 
pires, but with the different paſſions, tempers 
and deſigns of men—the growth and infancy 


of political and theological opinions, the gra- 


dual increaſe and Bare -ofion of human know- 
| . 13 | 1 i 
In theology he was not leſs. fkilled, being 


yainted with the writings of the primitive 
— 


ers, gur ſoundeſt divines, and moſt of the 
controverſial writers of paſt and preſent times. 
He was bred. in the eecleſiaſtical diſcipline and 
politics, which diſtinguiſned the royaliſts in 
che laſt century, and he never abandoned them. 
His knowledge in manufactutes was ex- 
tenſive, and; his comprehenſion relative to 
mechanical contrivances ſo extraordinary, 
that he has often, on a firſt view, underſtood 
both the prineiples and powers of aun 
complicated machinmee. 
Lhe: few ſpecimens which LS 


has given us of his poetry, are ſufficient 


in quality, though not perhaps in quan- 
tity, to give him a diſtinguiſhed fitua- 


tion anjotgſt: che ſons of Paruaſſus: andegd 
ade the). 
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they ate all ſo highly finiſhed in their Kind, 

as muſt make every man, who has read them, 5 
| wiſh: he had written more. This queſtion 
has been often put to him, and the anſwer he 
we was, ** that his proſe coſt him nothing 
his preſent thinking whilſt his poerry not 

only demanded his. thoughts in the moment 
of ion, but unavoidably croſſed him 
in the hours of amuſement and converſation.” 
* The one 1 can detach from my mind 
at will, but the other haunts me like a Piri 
till I have laid it” 
Amongſt the poets of his own country 
next to Shakeſpeare, he admired Milton; wink 
though in ſome parts of the life of this great 
man, he has been rather fevere on his poli- 
tical character, there are others wherein he 
beftows the higheſt praiſes on his: learbin 
and genius. o this I am Happy to ad 
another eulogium, which I heard from him 
in converſation a few months before his death: 
— Milton (ſaid he) had that which 
< rarely fell to the lot of any man an un- 
6 bounded i nnagination, with a ſtore of know- 
& ledge equal to all its calls“. 

But great and extenſive as the learning of 
Dr. Johnſon was, (ſo limited is the power 

of human underſtanding) it was far from be- 
ing univerſal. It is ſaid he had but an im- 


perfect knowledge of mathematics and natural 


philgſophy and was almoſt totally deficient in 
* polite arts, He had likewi(s little of the 
* | pratti.al 
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practical knowledge of mankind ; for tho” 
few. men could ſpeak. with more acumen on 
the follies and deſigns of the human heart, his 
own was too unſuſpicious of the world, to 
reſiſt, at all times, the infinite variety of its 
unpoſitions ;—he was beſides tinctured with 


erflition, as particularly appeared from his 
| ts in the — ar of the Cock» 


lane Ghoft, in 1762,and his acguieſcence at leaſt, 


if not belief, in the general doctrine of ſpi· 
„ #5 we 4 ir : 
Ia bis converſation, he was leatned, va» 
rious, and inſtructive, oftner in the didactie 
than in the colloquial line, which might have 
ariſen from the encourage ment of his friends, 
who generally flattered him with the moſt 
profound attention—and ſurely it was well 
beſtowed ; for in thoſe moments, the great 
variety of his reading broke in upon his mind, 
like mountain floods, which he poured out 
upon his audience 1h all the fullneſs of infor- 
mation—not but he obſerved Swift's rule, 
of giving every man time to take his ſhare 
in the converſation ;z” and when the com- 
pany thought proper to engage him in the 
general diſcuſhon -of little matters, no man 
threw back the ball with greater eaſe and 
pleaſantry; his bon mots abounded upon thoſe 
occaſions, ſoine ſpecimens of which I have 
preſerved, as no umproper appendage to theſe 
memoin .. 25 c 
He always expreſſed himſelf with fans 
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being” wreſted from him 
| Here he uſed to Gllen himſelf with. 
all Bis ftrength—and here he ſThewed fuch 


£ 92 J 
and preciſion, and ſeldom made uſe” of an 
unneceſfary word—each had its due weight, 
and ſtood in its proper place. He was fome- 
times a little too tenacious of his own opi- 
nion, particularly when it — in danger of 


of the com- 


kill and dexterity in defence, that he either 
tired out his adverſary, or turned the laugh 


againſt him, by the power of his wit and 


itony.— But whatever turn the converſation 


took, he always guarded againft the moſt diſ- 


tant idea of immorality or indecency ; and if 
either was ſtarted in his preſence, he was the 


nrſt to hunt it down by the ſharp neſs of his 


reproof. He has often Aeelared he had no 


fixed averſion to any one but men of thoſe 


principles and 7270 he conſidered as his 
ere enemies. eee S201 
In this place, it Ati be omitting a very 


fibgular quality of his, not*to ſpeak. 'of 'the 


amazing powers of his memory. he great 
ſtores of learning which he laid in, in his 
youth, were not of that eumbrous and ine: 
tive: quality, which we meet with in many 


who ate called great /eholars ; for he could, at 


all times, draw bills upon this capital with the 
greateſt ſecurity of being paid. When quo- 
tations were made againſt him in converſa- 


tion, he either, by applying to the context, 


gave a different: turn to the paſſage, or 
Pues | '  Znoted 
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quoted from other parts of the ſame author, bY 
that which was more favourable: to his own | N 
opinion: If theſe failed him, he would in- 9 
ſtantly call up a whole phalanx of other 
authorities, by which he bore down his anta- 
goniſt with all the ſuperiority of allied force. 
But it is not the readineſs with which he 
applied to different authors, proves ſo much 
the greatneſs of his memory, as the extent to 
which the could carry his recollection upon 
occaſions. I remember one day, in a con- 
verſation upon the miſeries of old age, 4 
gentleman in company obſerved, he always 
thought Juvenal's deſcription of them to. be 
rather too highly coloured—upon which the - 
Doctor replied No, Sir ſo believe not; 
they may not all belong to an individual, but 
they are collecti vely true of old age. Then 
rolling about his head, as if ſnuffing up his 
recolleQion, he ſuddenly broke out 


| 


Ille humero, hic lumbis, hic cox, debilis, ambos 
Perdidit ille occulos, et luſcis invidet: hujus 
Pallida labra chum accipiunt digitis alienis 
Ipſe ad conſpectum czne diducere rictum, ... \ 211 
Suetus hiat tantũm, ceu pullus hirundinis, ad quem 
Ore volat pleno mater jejuna, Neem, ,.:- 
Membrorum damno major, dementia, quæ nec ret) 
Nomina ſervorum,,! nec vyltum agnoſcit a mic 
Cum quo przterita cenavit, nocte; nec illos. 
Quos genuit, quos eduxit, nam codice Sævo 
Hærædes vetat eſſe ſuos, bona tota feruntur 


Ad Phialen ; tantum artificis yalet halitus oris | 
Quod | il 
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odd ſteterat multis iwcarcere fornieis annis 


Ut vigeant ſenſus animi, ducenda iamen ſunt 
Funera gnatorum rogus adſpiciendus amate 
Conjugis et fratris, plenæque ſbroi ĩbus urnæ 
-Hixc: data pona diu viventibus, ut renovata 
Semper clade domus multis in luctibus, i inqus 
n BA, et nigra veſte ſeneſcant. 


N BL KUSH eth r Jovenat- 


- Thus tranſlated by Mr. Dryden. 


This dotard of his broken back complains, - 
One his leg fails, and one his ſhoulder pains... 


Another is of both his eyes bereft, 


And envies who has one ſor aiming 1 
A fifth, with trembling lips expeAing ſtands, 4 


As in his childhood cramm di by other's. hands. 
| One who at ſight ot ſupper opened wide oy "it 


His jaws.before, and pt and whetted grinders. wied, 
t 


Not only yawns, but waits to be ſupplied. 
Like a young ſwallow, when with weary wings, 


Expected food her faſting mother brings. 
His 1oſs of members is a heavy curfe, 

But all his faculties decay dA worſe ! 

His ſervants names he has forgotten quite, 


Knows not his friend, who ſuppꝰ d with him laſt night 3 ; 


Not een the children he begot and bred, 

Or his will knows them not: For in their ſend, 
In form of law,—a common. hackney jade, 
Sole heir, for ſecret ſervices, is made; 

So lewd, and ſuch a batter*d brothel w—— 
That the defies all comers at her door, 
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fame, will at leaſt yield him more novelty. 
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Well you ſuppoſe his ſenſes are his own, 
He lives to be chief mourner for his ſon; 1040 
Before his face his wife or brother burns, 
And numbers all his kindred in their urns. 
Theſe are the fines he pays for living long. 
And dragging tedious age in his own wrong; 


iGrief's always green—a houſehold ſtill in tears, Þ 
Sad:;pomp!! a threſhold throng'd with daily biers, & 


And liveries of black for length of years. | 
But here it will be recolleQedz perhaps, 


that Dr. Johnſon, in the early part of his 


life imitated this ſatire from Juvenal, under 
the title of, „ The Vanity of Human 
Withes ;” and that this circumſtance might 


impreſs it more ſtrongly on his memory. 


'Fhoſe, however, who are anywiſe acquainted 
with the buſineſs of an author, will know 
how little of any. particular production is 
left; upon the memory after any diſtance of 
time. Intent upon parts, he perhaps never 
reads the whole, and if he does, it is not with 
& View. to. recolle& it, but rather to ſee that 
it is clear from falſe thoughts and grammatical 
errors, The more of genius too that he poſ- 
ſeſſes, the leſs fond. will he be of his own 
works; the pleaſure of ſuch is generally 
ſpent at the end of the performance; chen 
feeling the ſtrength of his -own powers un- 
abated; he looks abroad for other ſubjects, 
which, if they do not produce him more 
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But not to preſs any further argument 


upon this ſubject, 1 ean produce a much more 
ſurpriſing inſtance of Dr. Johnſon's memory 
in the following anecdote, which I give on 
the authority of a gentleman of known 


honour and veracity, a particular friend ot 


the Doctor s, and one who is entitled to that 
name by his knowledge, his anden md 
many agreeable: qualities. 
Some time previous to Dr. Hawkeſworth's 
alication-, of his beautiful little Ode On 


ifs. ( (fnce publiſhed in Pearch's Collection 


of poems, in four volumes, ) he carried it 
dewn with him to a friend's houſe in the 


country to retouch. Dr. Johnſon; was off 
this partys and as Hawkelworth and the 


Doctor lived: upon the moſt intimate terms, 
the former read: it to him for his opinion, 
Why, Sir,“ ſays Johnſon, I can't well 
_ determine; on a firſt hearing, read it again, 
ſecond thoughts are beſt; Dr. Hawkeſworth 
complied, Mr which Dr. Johnſon read it 
himſelf, approved wh it reſp . 10 re- 
turned it. py ban 2 


Next morning. at enk bat, the ſabjeR of | 


the poem being rehewed, Dr: Johnſon, after 
again exprefiigg: bis approbation of it, ſaid 
he had hut one objection to make to it, which 
was, that he doubted its originality. > Hawkeſ- 
worth, alarmed . at this. challenged - him 
io tbe proof; when the Doctor repeated 
_ the whale of the poem, with only the W 
10 0 
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CW 
of a very few lines; What do you think 
now, Hawkey,” ſays the Doctor? © only 
this, replied the other, that I ſhall never 
repeat any thing I write before you again, 
for you have a memory that would convict 
any author of plagiariſm in any court of 
liceratare in the erk. 
I have now the poem before me, and I 
find it contains no leſs than ſixiy- eight lines. 
Next to the extent of his memory, might 
be claſſed the very great rapidity of his 
mind in compoſition ; for tho' in the com- 
pilation of his dictionary he has ſhewn the 
molt patient labour and attention, he has on 
other occaſions proved, that few, if any, 


could exceed him, currente calamo. Of this 


he has given many examples. 

Whilſt he was concerned in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine he has declared it was no 
uncommon effort for him, to write Three 
Columns 1n an hour, which was faſter than 
moſt perſons could tranſcribe that quantity, 
and more by one third than the quickeſt par- 
liamentary reporter can at preſeat perform, 
with the matter already prepared to his 
hand. To approve himſelf in the judgment 
of Cave, he undertook the /:fe f Savage, and 
finiſhed it in fix and thirty haurs. In one 
night, after ſpending the evening with ſome 
friends in Holborn, he compoſed his Hermit 
of Teneriff. And in another wrote the Pre- 
Face to the Preceptor. | | Kath 
5 N G The 
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The fiſt ſeventy lines of © the Vanity of 

Hen Wiſhes,” te compoſed in one mori 

in that ſmall houſe beyond the church 

4 en e, and afterwards finiſhed it 

— he threw a ſingle couplet on paper. 

The ſame method he purſued reſpecting the 

Prologue on the opening of Drury Lune Theatre, 

* ing only one Word at the remonſtrance 

Fartick:;=** And then, ſaid the Doctor, 

1 10 n6t think his criticifin juſt, but it was 

neceſſary he ſhould be fatisfied With what he 
Was to Age. — 

Hitherto Dr. Johnſon bias been prinei- 
pally ſpoken of for thoſe qualifications that 
difeidgiſhea him as a ſcholar, and a man of 
genius; che nobleſt parts of his character 
yet remain untöuched, thöſe of an heft 
mah und gb CBriftian. Pope laments that 
Roſcommon was the only poet in Charles 
da ys, who preferved his pen from the conta 
gw Example of the” times. 


„ Vithappy Dryden! in all Cliailes's tay | 
8 Roſcommon oitly boults uiiſpotted Vays." 


* our vittuous author net only teſtratied 
his pen from pandering to the Tollies and 

vies 'of the times, but'Wholly und unremit- 
tingly wielded it in the cauſe of truth and 
virtue. He conſidered it as the indiſpenfible 
duty of an author to endeavour to make the 
W e better, nor woule He admit the man- 
ners 
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ners, or even the ignorance of the age he 
lived in, as any extenuation of this neglect; 
6 for,” ſaid he, e zuſtice 18 E virtue inde - 
pendent on time and place.“ TH 
His opinion of vicious authers he farther 
«expreſſes with a noble indignation, which 
always forms that ſtrong antipathy of good 
to bad. The wiekedneſs of a leoſe or 
profane author, in his writings, is more 
atrocious than that of the giddy libertine, 
or drunken raviſher, not only becauſe it ex- 
tends its effects wider - a peſtilence that 
taints the air is more deſtructive than poiſon 
infuſed in a draught), but becauſe it is com- 
mitted with cool deliberation. By the in- 
ſtantaneous violence of defire, a good man 
may ſometimes be ſurpriſed before reflection 
can come to his reſeue: when the appetites 
have ftrengthened their influence by habit, 
they are not eaſily reſiſted, or ſuppreſſed. 
But for the frigid villainy of ſtudious lewd- 
"neſs, for the calm malignity of laboured 
impiety, what apology can 1.2 invented ? 
What puniſhment can be adequate to the 
crime of him who retires to ſolitude for the 
refinement of debauchery, who-tortures his 
fancy, and ranſacks his memory, only that 
he may leave the world leſs virtuous than he 
Found it? that he may intercept the hopes 
of tne riſing generation, and ſpread ſnares 
Kor the. ſoul with more dexterity.” 

Rambler, vol. 2. p. 134. 

MY: His 
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His life reflected the purity and integrity 
of his writings. His friendſhips, as they 
were generally formed on the broad baſis of 
virtue, were conſtant, active, and 'unſhaken. 
And what rendered them ſtill more valuable, 
he knew and practiſed that ſort which was 
moſt applicable to the wants of his friends. 
To thoſe in need he liberally opened his 
purſe To others he gave up his time, his 
intereſt, and his advice; and having an honeft 
confidence that this 14% was of ſome weight 
in the world, he ſcarcely miſſed an opportu- 
nity of enforcing it; particularly to young 
men, whom he hoped would remember what 
fell from ſuch high authority; even to chil- 
dren he could be playfully inſtructive Thus 
taking every opportunity to make the age he. 
lived; in better and wiſer. 2 
Of his © charities, they were anbodmded; 
not only 1 in relieving temporary. objects, but 
In the regular eſtabliſhment of many re- 
duced people, that muſt have periſhed but for 
his ſupport. Of the many 'infances that 
could be given of this, and which are in the 
recollection of moſt of his friends and ac- 
quaintances, | ſhall {ele but che two fol- 
N 
Francis Barber, his black Aren was but 
ten years old when he took him under his 
Care, and at a time when the Doctor 
was but ill qualified, in point of circum- 
Arn to maintain him. The firft thing 
he 
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he did was to have him made a ,-Chri/- 


tian —— fle aſterwards ſent him down to 


a ſchool in Yorſhire for his education; 


and after ſome time ſpent there, brou ght | 


him up to town and inſtructed him rmx 
ſelf. He had the nobleſt motve; for this. 
extraordinary care in his education, ia- 
tending to make him a miſſionary in order to 
inſtruct his countrymen in the principles of 
the Chriſtian religion. His parts, however, 
after repeated and extraordinary trials, not 
admitting this cultivation, he took him into. 
his ſervice, where he experienced in the Doc- 
tor, rather the fnend than the maſter. During 
his ſtay here, Barber married, and the Doc- 
tor, in conſideration of his long and tried 
fidelity, not only gave him and his wife the 
conſtant privilege of living in his houſe, but 


left him a very comfortable proviſion ſor 


| life. RES 
The above is a fact well known.: 'the 
other is an inſtance which 1 believe. to be 
equally true, as I had it from very reſpectable 
authority. 
Some years ſince, the Doctor coming up 
Fleet · ſtreet, at about two o'clock in "the 
morning, he was alarmed with the cries of a 
perſon teemingly in great diſtreſs. He fol- 
lowed the voice for ſome time, when by the 
glimmer of an expiring lamp, he mee 
an unhappy female, almoſt naked, and 
rihint on a truſs of ſtraw, Who had juſt 
9 ſtreugth 


. 

ſtreugth enough to tell him, “ ſhe was 
turned out by an mhuman landlerd in that 
condition, and to beg his charitable aſſiſtance 
not to let her die in the ſtreet.“ The Doctor, 
melted at her ftory, deſired her to place her 
confidence in God, for that under him he 
would be her protector. He accordingly 
Fooked about for a coach to put her into; 
bur there was none to be had: © his charity, 
however, worked too ſtrong, to be cooled by 
fach an accident. He kneeled down by her 
fide, raiſed her in his arms, wrapped his great 
coat about her, placed her on his back, and 
in this condition carried her home to his 
honfe. . $2 3 5 
Next day her diſorder appearing to be 
venereal, he was adviſed to abandon her; but 
he replied, © that may be as much her rmf- 
fortune as her fault; I am determined to 
give her the chance of a reformation ;'” he 
accordingly kept her in his houſe aboye thir- 
teen weeks, where fhe was regularly attended 
W phy fician, who 42 to her uſual 

ealth. | 4h 

The Doctor, during this time, learned 
more of her ftory ; and finding her to be one 
of thoſe unhappy women who are impelled to 
this miſerable life more from neceffity than 
inclination, he fet on foot a ſubſcription, and 
eſtabliſhed her in a milliner's ſhop in the 
country, where ſhe was hving ſome years ago 
in very conkderable repute. * 2 
5 . 2 F 5 at 
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That many men meeting with the ſame 
aceident, would have relieved ſuch an object, 
as far as pecuniary aſſilance was neceſſary, I 
readily believe but to forego all forms, 


and riſque the impatation of being her ſe- 


ducer, or at leaſt the partner of her guilt, re- 


aired ſuch a mind—and ſuch a heart as 


ohnſon's; who: feeling the irreſiſtable foree 


of his duty, performed it independent of 


every other conſideration. N | 
From theſe anecdotes, it might ſeem un- 
neceſſary to ſpeak of his RELIGION, ſeeing 


that he ſo weil performed all the great duties 


it inculcates. But in an age, when great 


learning has but too often the vanity to op- 


poſe itſelf againſt the myſteries of revelation, 
it muſt be the happineſs of Dr. Johnſon's 
friends, to promulgate to the world, that he 
was, in every ſenſe of the words, A TRUE 
* AND-SINCERE BELIEVER OF THE 
*« CHRISTIAN: RELIGION.“ Nor did 
he content himſelf with a ſilent belief of thoſe 
great myſteries, by which our ſalvation is 
principally effected, but by a pious and punc- 


tual diſcharge of all its duties aud ceremonies. . 


When his health permitted it, he regularly 
attended divine feryice, and was as regular a 
oommunicant. In his illneſs, he either read 
prayers conſtantly himfelf, or epjoined ſome 
friend to doit for him; and in thoſe moments, 
his fervour and devotion were exemplary. 

- His laſt advice to bis friends was upon this 


G4. | {ubject, , 


1 
ſubject, and, like a ſecond Socrates, though 
under the ſentence of death, from his infirmi- 
ries, their eternal welfare was his principal 
theme — To ſome he enjoined it with tears 
in his eyes, reminding them, “ it was the 
«« dying requeſt of a friend, who had no other 
„ way of paying the large obligations he 
„ owed them but by this advice,” 
Others he preſſed with arguments, ſetting 
before them, from the example of all reli- 
gions, that ſacrifices for ſins were practiſed in 
all ages, and hence enforeing the belief of the 
Son of God ſacrificing himſelf zo be a propi- 
- tration not only for our fins, but alſo for the 
fins of the whole world. 70k > af FL 
To thofe whom he ſuſpected to be luke- 
warm in their creed, he wrote down a ſhort 
account of what he thouglit a good Chriſtian 
' ſhould profeſs, and requeſted them, as they 
valued his memory, and their own eternal 
welfare, that they would read it often, and 
ſeriouſly ponder on the great and important 
truths it referred to. 3 b 
Such was the life of SAMUEL JoHNsoN ! 
who, whether we conſider him as a ſcholar, a 
man of genius, or à Chriſtian, filled each 
character with a degree of eminence and 
utility, that muſt render his name an orna- 
ment to this country, whilſt there is a taſte 
remaining for letters, or morality. 
Dr. Johnſon was buried in a publie man- 
ner, in Weſtminſter- Abbey, on Monday, 
450510115 1 4 December 


* 
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December 20, 1784, at the foot of Shake-- 


ſpeare's monument, in Poet's Corner, near 


dhe grave of his old and intimate friend, 


+. 


David Garrick. His pall was ſupported by 
the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, Right 
Honourable William Wyndham, Sir Joſeph 
Banks, Sir Charles Bunbury, George Colman, 


and Bennet Langton, Eſqrs. His executors 


likewiſe attended, as did a conſiderable num - 
ber of his friends and acquaintances, who 


ſincerely paid this laſt tribute of affection to 
his memory. His monument is to be placed 
in-a-niche, between that of Handel, and r 


e of Argyle. 
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An mode Oh of Dr. JOHNSON» | 


WILL, extrafted from the Pennine 
Court of ee | 


2 * name if Gut. rl 7 SAMUEL 
L Joanson, being in fall poſeſſurn of h fas 
culties, but fearing this night may put an end to 
my life, do ardain this my laſt will and teſtament. 
I bequeath to God a foul polluted with many ſins, 
but I hope purified by repentance, and I truſt 
redeemed by Jeſus Chrift. I leave ſeven hundred 
and fifty pounds in the hands of Bennet Langton, 
g. three hundred pounds in the bands of Mr. 
5 arclay and Mr. Perkins, brewers; one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds in the hands of Dr. Percy, 
Biſhop of Dromore; one thouſand pounds, three 
per cent, annuities in the public funds, and one 
hundred - 


L. 

vundred pounds now lying by ma in ready money ; - 
bad hgh Befr. mentioned ſums and property I. 

leave, I. ſay, 10 Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Sir Fobu 
Fd and Dr. Milliam Scots of Dediors 
Commons, in truſi, ſon the following 1ſ s 
That is to ſay, to pay to the repreſentatives of 
the lata William Tings, back ſeller, in St. Paulis. 
| Church Y, ard, the ſum of to hundred pound; 
ts Mrs. Nbite, ny female ſeruant, one hundred 
pounds ſtocł iu the three per cent, annuittes afore= 
ſaid... The reſt of the aforeſaid ſums of maney.. 
and property, together with © my baoks, plata, 
and houſheld furniture, I leave to the before 
mentioned Sir Fofbua Reynolds, Sir John Haw- 
hins, and Doctor William Scott, alſo in truſt, 
to be applied, after paying my debts, to the uſe 
Francis Barker, my man ſervant, q negro, 
in ſuch manuer as they ſhell judge maſi fit ani 
available ta his benefit. Aud I appoint the fire 
= laid $i Tobas Boyne Sir John Hawkins, and 
| | G8: 6 Dee... 
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Dr. William Scott, ſole executors of this my 
"off will and teſtament, hereby revoting all for- 
mur wills and teftaments whatſoever. In witneſs 
-whereef I hereunto ſubſcribe my name, and affix 
| . this 5008 day FE December, e 


— 


SAM. - JONSON: 6 8) 


| | 38 3 Signed, | e OP 2 WIRED eli 
: een Sy rhe ſaid Lüfter; ar bis ieh tuilf and 
teflament, in the preſence of ur, ibe word two 
Vun ten nd i teapot peg" 


n send Se 
r e enn pas Movlzue. 
By way e t eile and 0 
'7' SAMUEL " JOHNSON, give, deuiſe, and be- 
5 queath, my meſſuage, or tenement, ſituate at 
* the county 5 n with the 


| appurtenances : 
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appurtenances, in the, tenure or accupati an * 
Mrs. Bond, 4 Litchfield aforeſaid, or US Mr. 
Hinchman, ber undertenant, to my executors 
in raft, to fell and aiſpoſe of the ane; ;, and 
the money arifi ng from fuch ſale 1 give and 
bequeath as follows, to Thomas and Benjami n, 
the ſon of F /her Fohnſon, late of Leiceſter, 
and — biting, daughter of Thomas 
Jobe, * late of Coventry, and the grand- 
daughter of t the aid Thomas Fobnſon, ene full 
and equal feurth part each; but in caſe there 
. Hall ze more Er and. dar ghters than one of the 
. {aid Thomas Johnſon, living, at the time of - my 
drcesſe, 7 8 ve and bequeath the part or ſhare of 
that one fo, and equally between ſuch grand- 
doug bters. $ F give and bequeath to the Rev. 
Mr. Rogers of Berkley, near  Froome, in the 
county of Somerſet, „ the fam of one hundred 
pounds, requiſting him ts apply the ſame towards 
the maintenance of Elizabeth "Merne, a 4 luna- 
tic. J alſo give and bequeath to my god-children, 
2 T7 the 


E 1 7 

the ſon and daughter of Mauritius Low, painter, 
each ef then one hundred pound, of my fleck i in the | 
three per cent. conſtlidated annuities, to be appli ed 
and dj diſpoſed of by and at the diſcretion of my exe- 
cutors, in the education or fe trlement in the world 
of them my faid legatees, 4 2 I give and be” 

queath to Sir John Hawkins, one of my execu- 
tors, the © Annales Eccle fiaſtici of Baronius and ; 
Helingſhed ; and Stowe's Chronicles ; and alf 
an oftave Commen Prayer Book. To Benner 


Langton, Efq. T give and boqueath my Polyglot 
Bible. To Sir Foſhua Reynolds, my great French 
Wt Didtimary, 'by Martiniere, and 7 my own copy of 3 
my folio Engli fb Ditionary of the 2 Pevifion 
To Dr, Wi liam Scott, one of my executors, the | 
Didionaire de Commerce, and Lefi us* 5 edi 4 | 
of. the. Greek. Poets, To. Mr. Windban, | 
Porta Great Heraigi per. Henricum Srephanum. 
Ta the Rep, Mr. Strahan, Vicar of Hington, 


in the aunty. of \ Middleſex, Mills's Greek 
„ 8 Te- 


C im Þ 


Teflament, Brza"s Greek Teſtament, by Stephens, 


all my Latin Bibles, and my Greet Bible," by 
Wechelins. To Dr. Heberden, Dr. Broct- 
y, Dr. Butter, Mr: Cruickfhanks, ibe Sur 
. geon v0 attended me, Mr. Holder, my Apothe- 
cary, Gerard Hamilton, £/q. Mrs Gardiner of 
Snewbill, Mrs. Francis Reynolds, Mr. Hoole, 
and the Rev. Mr. Hoole, bis fon," each" a boot 
at their election, to heep as 4 token of 'remem= 
brance. I atfo give and bequeath to Mr. Jobn 
des Moulins, two hundred pounds confolidated 


three per cent. annuities; and to Mr. Saftres, the 


 Trahan 7 Maſter, ibe Jum of fe pounds each, td 
be laid out in books of piety for his own uſe.” Aud 
whereas the ſaid Bennet Langton hath agreed, 


in conſideration of the ſum of ſeven hundred and 


iy pounds, mentioned in my will to be in hands, 
to grant and ſecure an annuity of ſeventy pounds, 
payable during the life of me and my ſervant, 
Francis Barber, and the life of the ſurvivor of 


A 
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1, to Mr. George Stubbs in truſi for us; my 
mind and will i is, that i in caſe ef my deceaſe be- 
fore the ſaid agreement ſhall be perfected, the ſaid 
ſum of ſeven, hundred and fifty pounds, and the 
bond fer ſecuring the ſaid ſum, ſhall go to tbe ſaid 
| F rancis Barber '$ and 7 hereby grve and bequeath 
1 him the ſame, in lien F the bequeſt in his Fa- 

vour g contained i in my ſaid toi. A I hereby 
| £ empawer: my, [aid Executors ta. deduct and retain 
all expences that hall or may be incurred i in the 
execution of my ſaid. will, or of this codicil 

thereto, out of ſuch gate and offe@ts as I ſpall 
die peſſiſſd of . | All the. reſts: refidut,. and re- 
| mainder g. my. eftate and effects I give and be- 

f queath to my ſaid Executors, in truſt for the 
Jaid Francis Barber, his Executor: and admini- 


Aratort. Witneſs my hand and ſeal. this ninth 
day of December, 1784. 


5 


* 


SAMUEL JOHNSON Z. E. 8. ) 
Signed, 


E bly 1 
"781 gued, ſealed, pubiiſhed, declared and ai 
vered by the ſaid Samuel Fohnſon, as, and for a 
Codicil to his laſt will and teflament, in the pres 
ſence of us, who, in his preſence, and at his 
requeſt, and alſo in the preſence of each other, 
have hereto ſubſeribeds our names as witneſſe . 


WILLIAM Gi BSO. 
HENRY Cork. 


Proved at London, with a Codicil, the fix- 
teenth of December, I 784, before the worſbip- 
ful George Harris, Doctor of Laws, and Sur- 
rogate, by the oath of Sir Foſhua Reynolds, 
Knight, Sir John Hawkins, Knight, and 
William Scott, Docter of laws, the Exe- 
cutors named in the will, to whom adminiſtra- 


tion 


tian was granted, having been fir 
__ ,_ Henry STEPHENS.” 
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OF THE LATE 


Da. 8A M UE * Jen NSON. 


N. B. The few marked 8 axe either told | 8 5 
3 =... r en . in his life. 
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TTeor the publication of Lord 
Bolingbroke' $ philoſophical works by | 
David Mallet, D Johnſon was aſked 1 
| his opinion of the author. — Sir, 
ſays he, I look upon him to be both 

a ſcoundrel and a coward a ſcoundrel 


for 


— 
* —— —— 


y 1s 


With great contempt, $42 Plhaw! Sir, 


[ 116 ] 
far loading his blunderbuſs up to the 


muzzle, againſt the peace and happi- 


neſs of ſociety, and a coward for 
leaving David Mallet to draw the 
trigger.“ | 


— 1 
% 9 


& 4 


Being one night at | Drury-lane 
Theatre, to ſee Garrick play Macbeth, 
"in one of the moſt intereſting ſcenes of 
the play, he and the whole company 


in the box 1 where he ſat were inter- 


rupted by the 1 impertinence of a young 
man of faſhion, who inſiſted on having 
a Place, though none was kept. for 


| bim.— The diſturbance continuing 


23 


for ſome time, the Doctor cried out 


how 
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"he © 


how can you be ſo miſtaken ?- yo 


place lies in the ſhilling gallery. 


A gentleman obſerving to Dr. John- 
ſon, that there were leſs vagrant poor 


proof of it, ſaid there was no inſtance 


of a beggar dying in the ſtreets there? 


e believe you're very right, Sir, 


ſays Johnſon, but that does not ariſe 


ſrom the want of vagrants, but the 


impaſſibility of farving a Scotchman.” 


ſmatterer in poetry,“ which was the 


greateſt Po Boyce or Derrick? 


* Oh! Wade (ſays the Doctor) - 


there 


4 


— —— 


. 
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t on 3 
Gere can be no great — be- 
ween a boufe ond a flea.” 


+ agg | geucteman a Garrick one 
evening, in company witch Dr. John- 

Jon, that he heard Foote had been 
Hoffewhipped in Dublin by an Apothe- 
| caty for taking him of,—Garrick 
ſeemed furpriſed at the ciretmſtance; 
why, fays he, „ Foote, I thought, had 
A patent for mimickry—=nobody takes 
any norire of bim bere, do vhat he will.” 
| — * Very true, Sir, ſays Johnſon, but 
_ ſee ren e in the world.” 


: 97 


ener printer iitag to 
Dr. Johnſon, that coming once from 
Scotland, and letting himſelf in at the 
| back- 


Lb. þ 


dack - door, he furpriſed his ſons fur- 


rounded by bon-vivants, and almoſt 


. ö 
5 N 
48g 


drunk: now, Doctor, what would yon 
have me do in ſuch a cafe be Do, 


Sir, fays' Johnfdn, why never come in 
upon. your fons af the back-tvor agen. 


The topic turning on thi compa⸗ 
rative benefits of comverfation and vnd. 
"Ag, it was obſerved, that the man of 
converſation having more ready monty 


about him, he was the better calcu- 
lated to paſs through life: Not 
at all, Sir, fays Johnfon, for "though 


he may now and then have a ltd 


change abgut him you are to coris 


ſider chat man has 10 fortune. 


When 


* 
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T e 1 
When a certain veteran of. the ſtage 
was introduced to Dr. Johnſon, he 


was afterwards aſked what he thought 
of his converſation ?— « I: think, Sir, 


it is a conſtant. renovation - of hope, 
with an eternal diſappointment,” | 


Dr. Johnſon being at dinner at Mrs. 


Macauley's, the converſation, turned 


on the. equality of manking, which the 
lady of the houſe contended for with 
all the encrgy of a republican, John- 
ſon, made. a few ſhort anſwers, in hopes 


to change the ſubject, but finding ſhe 


would go on, he finiſhed his dinner 
with a8 much haſte as poſſible, and 
then giving his plate to the footman, 
begged he'd take his place: * Good 
a 1TH G—d 


2 4 , PR OR E 
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FT am _ } 
Gd what are you about; Doctor,“ 
faid the lady Oh ! nothing, Ma- 
dam, but to preſerve the "OO of 
ae 9 
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The emigration of the Scotch to 
London, being a converſation between 
the Doctor and Foote, the latter ſaid 
he believed the number of Scotch in 
London were as great in the former 
as the preſent reign “ No, Sir, 
you are certainly wrong in your 
belief but 1 ſee how you're deceived, 
you can't diſtinguiſh them now as for- 
merly, for the fellows all come breeth- 
d to the capital of late years.” 
The above wits, at another time 
| H having 


L aa2 J 

having a converſation about national 
learning, Foote obſerved, „ however 
the Scotch were deficient in genius 
and humour, he believed them̃ to be 
one of the moſt learned nations in 
Europe; 2— You are very much 
miſtaken upen chat point (ſays the 
Doctor); the Scotch are ſpmewhat like 
2 ſhip's crew upon ſhort allowance; 
every one has a mouthful, but not one 
of them a elfe 


02 eine: * laſt e 
—* for, thank God, I have at laſt 


done with him?“ -The Doctor hear- 


= Shih very u replied, I am 


very 


L 1461 Þ 
very happy that man thanks oak for 
_- en e 
un Doctor, ſaid a gentleman. to 
him, is Mr. Thrale a man of conver- 


ſation, or is he only wiſe and ſilent? 


e Why, Sir, his converſation. does 
not ſhew the minute hand —but he 


— ſtrikes the hour very cor- 
OE" | 


a — When Dr. Johnſon was firſt pa - 
troniſed by Lord Cheſterfield the 
Doctor calling on him one morning, 
his Lordſhip was denied to him, tho 
ſeen the moment before looking out 
of the window. Irritated at this ne- 


5 leg, he reſolved to: break off all 


H 2 | ee 


| [i m4: Þ 
aequaintanee with him, and wrote his 
Lordſhip a letter, wherein with great 
dignity and philoſophic pride, he 
begged” leave to be diſmiſſed his pa- 
tronage for ever. Some time after 
this, a gentleman meeting the Doctor 
in Dodſley's ſhop; aſked him how 
he could deſert a man who had been 
ſo' ſerviceable to him as Lord Cheſ- 8 
. 3 terfield was; particularly by his two pa- 


1 pers in the World,” recommending 
E the uſe of his Dictionary Service- 
| able to me, Sir, fays"Johnfon,—in no 
5 reſpect whatever. I bad been for years 

ſailing round the world of literatüre, 
13 and zuſt as I Was getting intb the 

cops of the channel, his Lordſhip 
ſends out 2600 little cock-boats, more to 
| | nett 114-3 A 1 14 partake 


—— — 4... 


(L J) 
partake of my triumphs, than to pilot 
me into harbour No, no, My 
Lord Cheſterfield may be a wit among ſt 
Lords—bur I fancy he is no more than 
r a Lord 5 ist un : Bait . 
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runs Gow: Cannes ne do 
Johnſon, “ what's your opinion of 
my ſon David?“ Why, Madam, re- 
4 plied dhe Doctor; e David will either 
be hanged, or become a gteat man!“ 


When Mr. Macpherſon's tranſlation 
of Homer came out, a lady remarked 
to Doctor Johnſon, that ſhe had been 
endeavouring to read it, but the ſtyle 
appeared ſo old, ſhe: could not get 
through it with any ſatisfaction ? 

A3 e You: 


1L 226 1] 


, vou are perfectly right, Madam. 
haul mſn” tis as a" as al And 
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1 — the | publlidinick of the pen? 
of Offian, being aſked by the commen- 


ctator on that work, whether he thought 
any one man Hving could write ſuch an 
epic poem J ohnfon replled very 
gravely.—“ O yes! Sir, e 


Women, and many children o · Saad 29 


Sitting one night with a nurnbef of 
ladies and gentlemen, the former, by 


way of heightening the good humour 


of the company, agreed to toaſt ordi- 
nary women, and match them with 
and men. In this round one of 
14 the 


4 


' Doftor's old ſriend and houſe - kecper, 


and another matched her with Dr: 
Goldſmith. This whimſical union {6 
pleaſed the fotmer lady, that. though 
the had ſome pique with the latter in 
the beginning of the flight; ſhe ran 
round the table, kiſſed her; and ſaid 
he fatgave her every thing that hap- 


pened for the apropos of her laſt toaſt? 
Aye, ſays Johnſon This fecon- 


ciliation puts me in mind of an obſer- 
vation of Swift's, that the quartels of 
women are made up like thole of 
ancient kings, there's always an animal 


faorifi ced on the: occafion,” | 


6. 8 7 4 *% 4.4 1 - "3 wt 


Being in company with ſome literati, 
H 4 one 


— 
— AO 


— 


I 

one of them deciding on the abilities of 
a certain author, called him a dunce: 

—< nay now, ſays Johnſon, you abuſe 

him,—the-fellow is no nn he's 

a ood A Y art.. bac 


| 


m 1111 i ih aupig gel sd 2 

No knew Mr. Capel, the editor of 
Shakeſpeare, Dr. Johnſon“ “ Yes, 
Sir, I have ſeen him at Garrick's !''— 
« And, what think you of his abili- 
hities?”'—< Great application, Sir! Were 
he and I to count the grains in a 
buſhel of wheat for a-wager, he would 
certainly prove the winner.” | giv love 


\., 
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On Doctor Johnſon's return from 
Scotland, a particular friend of his was 
ſaying, cht r now he td a view of the 


2 & 1 1 * 


HH [ 429 J 
country, he was in hopes twould cure 
him of many prejudices againſt that 
nation, particularly in reſpect to the 
fruits Why yes, Sir, I have found 
out that gooſeberries will grow there 
againſt a ſouth wall, but the ſkins are 
ſo: tough, that it's death to the man 


who ſwallows one of them 


l remember, ſays the Doctor, to, 
have given a „billing to a peaſant in the 
Iſle of Skey, for half a day's attend- 
ance on me, and he was ſo ſtruck with 


the liberality of the reward, that he 


aſked with ſome ſurpriſe, whether I 


meant it all for bim — This raiſing 
the laugh againſt Mr. Boſwell, who 


was the only Scotchman in company, 
22-4 —the- 


he Doctor went on, “' I mention 
this circumiſtanee- ta ſhew the humility 
of: the man's mind; but had it hap- 
pened to a peaſant of your country, 
(turning round! to an Iriſh: gentleman 
ho fax next him) the probability is, 


that he would: not oy hats 4 l 
was. | > F070) 245 3 


0 LS ” s 1 * 
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When Collins, a dull Herefordſhire 
dy ines apprared as editor to, Capel's 
poſthumous notes on Shakeſpeare, with 
a preface of his own, containing the 
following words: A ſudden and 
moſt ſevere iroke- of- aflict ion, hamleſt 
; my mind. too much diſtracted, & c. 
The Doctor aſked to what misfortune 
aevi words * ?—Being 
told 


1 54 1 

told the eritic had Joſt his wife, 
Johnſon added, “ I believe that the 
loſs of teeth may deprave the voice of 
a ſinger, and that lameneſs will im- 
pede the motions of a dancing maſter; 
but E Have not yet been taught to re- 
gard the death of a wife, as the grave 
of literary exertions but, perhaps I 
wrong the feelings of this poor fellow, 
his wife might have held the pen in 
his name. inc ile Lachiymæ. 
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When Dr. Johnſon had an audience 


of the King by appointment in the 


: * , . > 
Queen's library, in the courſe of con- 


verſation his Majeſty aſked him, why 
he did not continue writing?” --<« Why, 
Sire, ſays Johnſon, I thought I 

H 6 had 
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had done ** E 4 So ſhould I 
too, Doctor, / replied the King, if 
you had not written ſo well.“ 


When he was in Scotland, amongſt 
other curioſities ſhewn: him, he was 
taken to a very ancient and hi gh. caſtle, 
which was reckoned to command the 
moſt extenſive view of any in the 
e % Well, Sir, ſays the guide, 
"Thar do you think of this proſpect ? 
—< By much the fineſt in all Scotland, 
fays the Doctor, for I can here /ee//he 
the road to a * dit 


% 
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v. Forgetting an appointment he had 
to ſup with Garrick, till near one 
o'clock. in the morning, he ſallied out 
at 


118 . — 


E 38 1 

at that hour, and knocked; at” his FR 
in Southampton - ſtrreet . Garrick put 
ting his head out of the window, told 
him all the company were gone, and 
that he and Mrs. Garrick were going 
to bed.—* Open the door, David, 


ſays the Doctor, I have ſomething to 


tell you will give you ſatisfaction.— 


This brought down Garrick, who, after 


letting! him in, impatiently aſked him 
what was the news. he had that was 


to give him fo much Jari faction 


« Why fit you down "uy ** che 


Doctor, and DI flatter you.” fe? 


| An eminent t carcaſe butcher, as mea · 
gre in his perſon as he was in his un- 
derſtanding, being one day 1 in a book- 


ſeller's 


. * Agar 4 Rafe war. te, 
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ſelter's. hop, * up a, volume! of 
Chure his Poems, An by way 6f 
Mowing his tate, repeated with great 
affectarion the en une: 


f 1 
af; 69 ; 1447 2 141 


Who Jas er freemen dend hiuaſcl6 fhe free, 


Then to ring to the Doctors = What 
think you of that, Sir, faid Be?“ — 
1 Rank n6nſenſe, replied the other. 
it is an aſfertion without a proof, = 
and you might wih as much propriety 


fay, + © þ » Ae 


a 1 


Tf on Who 1 geren, houd him be. 


Many years previous to the Doctor 8 
being penfioned, or his writing any 
political pieces in favour of govern- 
ment, he was firting with a lady at 
n | Chelſea, 
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co 3 
Chelſea, 'who. Was fhewing hin from 
her bow-window; what a fine profpect | 
it commanded of the country, and in | 
particular of the palace - What 

; 

| 


palace, Madam, replied. 'Fohnforr!— 
Airs: can nad no- palace where there's | 


To : certain literary female, who 
had been perſecuting him the whole 
afternoon, with. the coarſeſt and moſt 
incefſant flattery, he: replied, Pray; 
Madam; before you are ſo: laviſſi of 
your praiſe, ought not you to conſider 
whether tis. worth my aeceptance, or 
not. 5 6 
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After the late Hugh Kelly, author 


5 _— 


( #36 J 
of-& Falſe Delicacy,“ and other thea- 


trical pieces, was introduced to him 
by Dr. Goldſmith, the latter aſked 
him ho he liked him? Why, Sir, 
ſays Johnſon, he appears to he 2 civil, 
orderly kind of a man enough; but 1 
don't much wiſh. the acquaintance of 


thoſe people who have written more. 


- | | ; eee read. nis 182 Oil 

2 + alody Sd mid nn Tit fy oe 130 Hen 
„Wben Lord Cheſterfield's letters 
| 4 ſon firſt came out, a gentleman 
bl was aſking the Doctor whether, they 
did not contain great knowledge of 
wie world 2% O! yes, Sir. lays 


* 


Johnſon, very much of modern know- 


ledge. They inculcate the morals of 


. and the manners of a dancing- 
29 | | RE 
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maſter. _—_ aſked his opinion of 


the writings of a certain ſucceſsful 


dramatic author, he replied, ec They 


were fuch as a wiſe man mould be 
aſhamed to remember,” uy 


: . + 
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(6 Edward Purdon, + a poor miſerable 
author, knocking one day at Doctor 
Goldſmith's door to beg charity, a 
gentleman preſent hearing who it was, 
This unhappy man was educated at Trinity 
College, Dublin, but, having waſted his patri- 
mony, he enliſted as a foot ſoldier. Growing 
tired of that employment, he obtained his diſ- 


charge, and became a ſeribbler in the newſpapers, 
in which ſituation he died i in great diſfrels—The 


following impromptu Waere was written on 


him by Dr. Goldſmith. Har N 


Here lies poor Ned net ie r 
Who long was a bookſeller's hack! 

He led ch life in this World, üb betibved, 

HFle never;willwith to come back 

ſaid 


— 


PTY 
ſaid cc ihe did not an weed a man 


0 
3 walking arm in atm with a 


a perſon who appeared. like a woman 
of the town ?“ tt And is. that. all, 


Sir, ſays Johnfon; you have to urge 
againſt this man Hexe, Gol dy, carry 
him out this crown What have I to . 


do with a u an e 41 


RN 8 * af * [2 


with * Oo, "ol night. ee Fe 3 | ; 

| tion of his firſt edition of eee Sep 1 

; | he ſupped with ſome friends i in the 

| . Temple, who kept him up, „ nothing 

| | loth,” ill paſt five © 0 clock i in the morn- 4 

| ing. Much pleaſantry paſſed on the Mx 

ſudfect of commentatorſhip, when all TT 

| of a ſudden the Doctor looking at his 1 

i . cried” out,. This may be Do 
aa ſport 


L ago 1 
ſport to you gentlemen; but you don't 
conſider there are but two hours be- 


tween me and criticiſm.“ 


have pee all the ek 


* 


A” 


— e aid a n ulkisg 
to Dr. Jobnfon on church preferments, 
5 after all a Conge d Elire has not the 
| force of a poſitive command, bat im- 
plies only a ſtrong recommendation ? 
* Very true, Sir, lays: Johnſon, but 
4 ſuch 


Previous to this cohvivial meeting, | 
Tonſon, the publiſher, defired a gen- | 
tleman to-aſk-Johnſon- for a liſt of the | 
ſubſcribers — Why, Sir, ſays the | 
Doctor, I have two material reaſons ö 
againft it? In the firſt place I have | 

Toſi all their names, and in the ſecond l 


— p oa * 


— ——— 2—u— 


1 4 f 


ſuch eee as if 1 ſhould 
throw you out of a three pair of ſtairs 


window, and recommend you to ell to 


55 
the ground. 
7 * 
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A gentleman 1380 viſit to -Doe- 
tor Johnſon one morning: juſt as Mr. 
R a dramatic author, was coming 


down the ſtairs, he found the Doctor 


in a ſtate of perturbation almoſt equal 
to conulſions. ( Good G- d what's 


the matter, Sir.? exclaimed the gen- 
tleman,—** Matter enough, Sir,—you 
ſaw that man going down, ſtairs?” — 
es, Sir, has he inſulted you?: Moſt 


groſsly, Sir, by reading to me the 
whole of what he calls a tragedy, tho 


1 dont know eth at 1 ever did any thing 


to injure the man in ny life.” 
4 f + : 1 : | Dr. 


* * W un Oe RI PINE 
— 28 . Nac Foy 8 DEST one AT are ay: R „ 


$ 141 ] 

Dr. Robertſon; paying Johnſon a 
viſie- whilſt he was at. Edinburgh, 
amongſt other enquiries. after the cu- 
rioficies he had, ſeen, aſked bim, whe- 
ther he had ever been at the kirk, if 


not he would accompany him there the 
next. day.— With all mytheart, Sir, 


ſays Johnſon; I ſhould like to ſee the 
irt, becauſe it was once a church.“ 


plied, “ you are miſtaken, Sir, I do 
not hate the Scotch, neither do I hate 


frogs, provided they keep in their na- 
tive element, but I confeſs; Ido not 
like to have them boppios 855 my 
bed-chamber,” 100 of nid 

7 being 


A gentleman aſking. him why he 


— — cio. — — 
* 
* 
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Being aſked his opinion of hunting, 


he faid; “ it was the labour of the Sa- 
vages of North America, but the 


amuſentent ol the . of _ 
land. 355 2111 1 10 — | il * 
„ 5 > 4 Tos 3 a 311 | 


K Being told that his friend Davies, in 
his Dramatic Mfiſcellanies, had ſame- 
times found fault with his notes upon 


Shakeſpeare, he replied, —© Why, Sir, 
Pin far from being angry with him 20 
that; fame's like a ſhuttle-cock, 


muſt be repelled as well as rte 


as 1 the en” 


15 4 * 


Wb in company i Z— 
at Lord table, the Count 
thinking the Doctor expreſſed him - 


: <4 


ſelf rather too dogmatically upon 


ſome 


g. 


th 


[ 4 1] 


did not at all think himſelf honoured 
by the converſation ?“ —©< And what's 
to become of me, my Lord, who feel 
ow * Wer NM 2560 


of 7 $23 © 


-- 


Among his — his love of 
converſing with the proſtitutes he met 
with in the ſtreets, was not the leaſt. 
He has been known to carry ſome of 
theſe unfortunate creatures into a ta- 
vern, for the ſake of ſtriving to awaken 


in them a proper ſenſe of their con- 


dition. His younger friends, now and 
then, affected to tax him with leſs chaſ- 
tiſed intentions; but he would anſwer 
No, Sir; we never proceed to 


the Opus Magnum. On the contrary, 


T have rather been diſconcerted and 
I ſhocked 


gator ea wor he COTE oF 


A 


e r ee _ 


us Mr Kc +; 
Wr 


pw ge 


— 
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mocked by the replies of theſe giddy 
 "wretches, chan flattered, or diverted by 
their tricks. I remember aſking one 


al them, for what purpoſe ſhe ſuppoſed 
her Maker had, beſtowed, on her ſo 


_ ys ahi anſwer was To 


be ſure ; For 
war other vue could it be Sen me?” 


4 #4 a”: 7 *. * o 
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19 © Grick, Gig ew! I Fry a 


_ that 1 am the only popular author of 

Bis time, who has "exhibited: no) praiſe 
of him in print; but he is miſtaken, 
Akenſide has forbore to mention him. 
Some indeed ate laviſh in their ap- 
plauſe of all Who come within [the | 


compals of their-recolle ion. 0 Let he 
Who 295 rer _— fd no- 


1 
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wh ING datos | 
29a When, be was told of his friend 
Mrs. Thrale' 8 marriage with Piozzi, 
the Italian finger, he was dumb with 


10 


ſurpriſe | for ſome moments, at laſt re- 
covering himſelf, he. exclaimed wich 


great emotion, 


1 44 


w_ Parti et mutabile bene gene. 55 
Jn - 214 75 1 1171 | | 


3 The 8 of the life of Socrates, 
who. was as thick as he was. long, once 
called our author a literary ſavage; “ 
when Johnſon heard of it, he replied— 
«Why I expected ſome ſuch ridi- 
culous - obſervation from a literary 
Rane b e 

150050 Dr. 


© DF. Robert Levet, to whom Doctor 
Johnſoti 'very humanely gave apirt- 
ments in his houſe for upwards of 
thirty . having moſt of his prac- 


FL av, 


tice amongft the x | poor and middling 


ranks of The wet to accept of g gin, 
brandy, or any « other liquor offered 
him, in lieu of his fee, ſooner than 
have his {kill exerted without any re- 
compence.. This fingularity Jahnſon 
uſed to rally with great Pleaſantry; — 

at one time he faid, * though he 
hated mebriety, it was more excul- 
ablei in Levet than in others, becauſe he 
became intoxicated on principles of 
prudence, and when a man cannot get 
read by his profeſſion; perhaps he is 
* to accept of drank.” At 
another 


1 
another time he would ſay. “ Had 


| all | Lever's patients malicioufly com- 
bined to reward him with meat and 
firong liquors inſtead of money, he 
would either have burſt, like' the dra- 
gon in the apocrypha, through reple- 
tion, or have been ſcorched up lite 
Portia by ſeallowing fire." | 


Ihave been told, Dr. Johnſon, fays 
a friend, that your tranſlation of Pope's 
Meſſiah, was made either as a common 
exerciſe, or as an impoſition for ſome 
negligence you kad been guilty of at 
College. © No, Sir, replied the Doc- 
vor. At Pembroke the former were 
always in profr, and to the latter T 
vould not have ſubmitted 1 wrote it 
12 rather 


[ 148 1 
' rather to ſhew the tutors what 1 


could do, than what 1 was willing 


ſhould be done. It anſwered my pur- 


poſe; for it convinced thoſe who were 


well enough inclined to -puniſh me, 
chat I could wield a ſcholar's weapon 
a5 often as I was menaced with arbi- 
trary inflictions. Before the frequen- 
cy of perſonal ſatire had weakened its 
effect, the petty! tyrants of colleges 
ſtood in awe of a pointed remark, or a 
vindictive epigram. But fince every 
man in his turn has been wounded, no 
man is aſhamed of a ſcar.. then Toh 


F / 
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T0 — expreſſed him< 
fac in | diſreſpectful: terms of Black · 
mare, one of whoſe. poetic bulls he 


happene 


z 1 
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happened juſt then to recollect, Doc- 


tor Johnſon anſwered; © Fhope, a blun- 


der, after you have heard what I ſhall 


relate, will not be reckoned deciſive 
agninſt a poet's: reputation. When 1 
was a young man, I tranſlated Addi- 
ſon's Latin poem on the battle of the 
eranes and ꝓygmiet, and muſt. e 
guilty to the following coupler:- 


« Down from the guardian boughs the 


E 


8 And 1 d Go ananinated young :” 


inn N 
Dns! E. * fil 1 237) 1.217% 


And yet, | truſt, Iam no blockhead. — 
Lafterwards changed the word kt] 4 
into cruſh'd. $8332} Fon iis nt Ae * 
When Dr. Percy firſt publiſhed his 
collection of ancient Engliſh - ballads, 
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Perhaps he was too laviſh! in commen- 
dation of the beautiful ſimplicity and 
poetic merit he ſuppoſed | himſelf to 
diſcover in them. This circumſtance 
provoked Johnſon to obſerve one even- 
ing, at Miſs Reynolds's tea · table, that 
be could rhyme as well, and as ele- 
Zantly, in common narrative and con- 
n For inſtance, ſays he, 


As wich my hat vpob my; head 
I walk'd along the Strand, 
1 there did meet another man | 
"WR his hat in his hand. 


50:6 ea mel 33031 5 5 
or, to render ſuch, poetry. lubſervieor 
to my own immediate uſe, 


I therefore pray thee, Renny dea ar, 
That thou wilt give to me, 


Tt wt 


5 1 ſoften d well, 


een diſh of tea. 


10 0 aw wa 1 Ns maid, 
255 Shall long detain, the cup; 
When once unto the bottom I 
Have drank the liquor up. 


e hear, alas! ! this mournful truth, 


Nor hear it wich a frown : — — 
Tbov can'ſt not make the tea ſo falt 


And a he 1 own oh. 9 
ral more ſtanzas, till the Reverend 


Exiric cried out for quarter. 


* 


In a converſation on the infancy of 


4 4 the 


10 


1 


1 
the American war, Ia gentleman pre- 
ſent giving ſome remarkable inſtances 
of the !1-timed lenity and procraſtination 
of beftilities 6n20uvr' fide; the Doctor 
obſerved; * that's pfinee who! made 
war upon his enemies tenderly, often 
diſtreſſed his oje rely „ 


Aal aſked his opinion of Obr. 
reading Milton, he raid it Was too 


much ke a player , 7 he imitated the 
ſeveral characters in the poem, where- 
as his bulineſs was that of a narrator, 
not an imitator. baba55019q; 26 2um hn 
koorove5t of [0 ers dom . [£1 

1 Speaking of Milton ttalentb, he 
| ſaid they were of that 1 which 


rarely fell to the lot of any one man 3 
9 1 1 


viz. 


( 193 1 
via An unbounded imagination; 
wich re of n n to all 


* 1 1 1 
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NY ved to BPR of ions the, den 
r he was the very Torre * of poetry. 
He played his corruſcations ſo ſpe- 
ciouſly; that his ſteel duſt was miſ- 
taken wag 1 for awer ef e 6 
0% L nam 317 3603 bussi s 2vel 

A gentleman reading to Dr. Jod- 
ſon, Garrict's ode on the Stratford jubi- 
Tee,” when he came te the following 
couplet? 78157 55 s an has Atom 


' T * * 
* A ©, * 1 {7 34 & 11 8 * * : =» # * bs 4 5 
114 5 > Þ 


« The little loves IP. Nag BET, 
Cluſtering and climbing up his knees.” 
1 5 Could 


A celebrated Italian fire-worker. 


f 154 1 

Cod got help exclaiming, what 
damned ſtuff here is !“ Very bad 
to be ſure, Sir, ſays the Doctor; but I 
ſhould hope tis not my friend David's 
writing, but- wal *  Garrick's 
wana.” „%% * 


10 ein Ig. pl | 
*Thelaſteffuſian vf our 1 'splen- 


fantry,was the following, I hope, Sirs 


ſays a friend, that the man I recom- 
mended to Gt up with you; was, both 
wakeful and alert.“ Sir T anſwered. the 
Doctor, his vigilance was that of a dor- 
mouſe, and his activity that of à turn- 


ſpit on * firſt entrance into a wheel.” 
IG 211 2990 311111 "3 1 2 
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6 Purſe of her own weaving 
To Miſs : — the 

Harpſi chord 
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Latin Epitaph on Sir Thbmas Haniner 
Tranſlation of the mm on 


Sir Thomas Hanmer 


Latin Epitaph and Tranſlation an 
Oliver Goldſmi r 
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Poſthumons Pieces. 
Tranſlation of the Bellum Catilinarium, 
from Salluſt | SAX 
One volume of Latin Poems 


»One ditto of Memoirs of his o] Life 


And ſome G reek Epigrams. "Is N NV 
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volume was burned by Doctor Johnſon in a miſtake, 
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7 HEN dhe lata ee Wr 
Doid uuns under ſentence of death, Dr. 
Johnſon Dumanely exerted Bimſeiſ in bis 
favour, by writing ſeveral letters „ pa- 
ragraphs, Sc, which appeared in 
8 . Papers. of that time: he 
evas"aifo the” author ''of the fermon 


5 Dr. Dodd preached in In the chapel 


of Newgate z it was afterwards pub- 
thed \mder the title of, The Convict's 
Addreſs to his unhappy Brethren, 


delivered 


167 
delivered, in the Chapel, of New- 
| gate on Friday June 6, 17775 * 
William Dodd, 4. Doi 


27 be wag ari ing ow the fot of 
this pamphlet, Dr. Dodd, appropriated 
very  honourably. 70. di berge a debt he 
had cauratied with bis bookſeller, a = 
fart. lime before. the period of .th, if 
Aer ho which, he wade at atone. 
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057 5 4vrote | al the falling. Pieces 

except the paper bc . difnruiied 
thus+ 3... and. even tha received con 
fiderable. carreftions from his gens, which 
indeed may be traced in N fart 


f its 


They 


x 
* „ 


9 * c a the. title 


of Occaſiohal Papers by the late 
William Dodd, LL. D. but on the 


Bay „ defd erde intended "publication, 


5 Beg, Jet dee beser the 


Be 10 em ar Propoſed” conſcious 


Ades 


ts were not ber Buſband's writing, 
Ay Ne 3 \ \* 
Hamel the Der, I . grate- 
2 did Way 
Fr ul 6 or bis beneb bolt intentions, 


. "begged Va " might" be a uppreſed ; 3 


Ber requeſt "Was granted, "and "the 


whole inpreſim, confifting. of 500 
cats, dert camtelled, o or three 
e "From | one 4-4 which 0 are 


SHA 800 Len 


mw reprinted. 2 
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The 3 which  vperated"\ngainſ} 
Ws publication of. them" at than time 
no longer ſubhiſting, their appearance 
cannot now offend cither the delicacy 
of the author, or Mrs. Dodds * Tor 
an to truth. ic K 


» 5 2 
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Thy are 100 valuable to be con- 
| fegned to oblivion by a temporary and 
accidental ſuppreſſion ;, and it is but 
fair, in laying them before the pub- 


lie, to reſtore them to the real author. 


l bat adds fill more Iuftre t0 Dr. 


* "The evidow of Dr. Dodd died about fix 
months ſince at Iiford in Eſſex, to which place ſhe 
retired immediately after her huſband's death. 


Baths 
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Jobnſen s —— in thit buf, * 
une a very flig ht knowledge of 


* 
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8 Tue fer mon is before the Convicis Dr. 
Dodd called emphatically, as Joon as 
be . it, a Divine 9 


INTRO DUGG TION. 
; 1 . * — 


— 11 


WHAT & to be expected in 
the following papers, their titles 
ſuſſiciently indicate. Ihe intereſt 
taken by the public in the ſentence 
of the unfortunate man to whom 
they relate, naturally produced this 
publication. 


Ile that commits theſe papers to 
the preſs, deſires not to be conſider- 
ed as approving or condemning. 


He means to gratify the honeſt cu- 
K 2 rioſity 


1:98 J 
rioſity of the reader, and hopes that 
his cutioſity may end in uſeful me- 


ditation. 


3 


The papers are printed without 
any alteration, except the Hiffch 
of a few words in one of the letters, 
Which had a perſonal wefamndite} 
and which therefore it was proper 
to 1 e Ti 936 e e, 10 


— 2 


42 being viltwsn ons! 21 15 
The moſt important of 1 
pieces is the criminal's account of 
himſelf, which one of his friends 
adviſed him to have dilated more; 
but the day of execution was ap- 
5 he may be eaſily 
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Himſelf. 


The greateſt affliction and op- 
preſſion to my mind at prefent ts, 
the piercing reflection that I, who 
have lived all my life in an endea- 


your to promote the truth of Chriſ- 
1 1 tianity 


. CT * 

* of this account Dr. Dodd may be ſaid to 
have only drawn the outlines ; the picture, as it 
appears, was fimiſhed by Dr. Fohnſon. 


1 175 I) 
tianity, {Eould now become an ob- 
ſtacle to that truth, and a ſcandal 


to that profeſſion :—that I. Whe 


heve with all my power, and with 
all ſincerity, laboured to do good, 


and be a blefting to my feilow- 
creatures, ſhould. now became, an 
evil and a curſe. What ſhall I, 
can I. ought: ] ta do, to prevent, 
as' much as in me cke ſuch 
dreadful confequences of my ſhame 
and my crime? Will a public attef · 


tation of my ſincere balief of Chriſ- 
tianity, and an ingenuous detail 


and confeſſion of my offences, be 
of any avail ?- -In order to do this, 
* to acquaint you in few! words 
DiolT K 4 with 


A 
2 
1 
3 
is 
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with na perfect knowledge of my- 
ſelf, (though 1. ſhould wiſh to do 
It it more fully) be ſo good as to'con- 
ſider the few Want particulars. 
Boog ob ©: betugcke! „Wind Is 
entered very young on public 
life, very innocent very ignorant 
Tand very ingenuous. 8 I lived 
many happy years at Weſt Ham, 
inan uninterupted and ſucceſsful 
diſcharge: of mycduty. A diſap- 
intment in the living of that pa- 
riſh obliged me to exert myſelf, and 
I engaged for a chape] near Buck 
ingham Gate. Great ſucceſs at - 
tended the nne ii it pleaſed 
— At the ſame time 
n 1 Lord 


CF 
Lord Cheſterfield,” to reid 10 was 
perſonally unknown, offered me 

the care of his heir, Mr. 1 By 


the advice of my dear friend, now 
in " heaven, Dr. Squire, I engaged 


S# bb 3 


RE under bromiſes which were not 


£2 4 1171 
90 . 1. f 2 12190 


performed. Such a diſtinction too, 


vou. muſt know, feryed t to increaſe 
a young, man' s vanity. I was na- 
turally | led, into more extenſive and 
important connections, and, of 
courle, into greater expences, and 
more diſſipations. Indeed, before, 
L never diſſipated at all for many, 
many years, never ſeeing a play- 
houſe, or any public place, but 
living entirely in Chriſtian duties. 


K 5 Thus 
The preſe nt Lord Cheſterfield. 


"of 178 . 

Thus brought. to town, and intro- 

duced to gay life, I fell into is 

ſpares. Ambition and vanity led 

me on. My temper, . naturally 
chearful, was pleaſed with compa- 
ny; naturally generous, it knew 


not the uſe of money; it was a 
frranger to the ufeful ſcience of 


ie 


economy and frugality; ; nor could 
it with- hold From diſtreſs, What 
it too > much (often) wanted itſelf. 


| Befities this, the habit of "OY 
regular, ſober piety, and of watch- 
fulneſs and devotion, wearing off, 
amiaſt this unavoidable ſcene of diſ- 
| Bpa tion, 1 was not, as at WeſtHam, 
the 


* 0 r 5 „ _ 


e n 
the innocent man that 1 lived 
there. I committed offences againſt 
my God! Which yet, 1 hleſs him, 
were always, in W deteſ- 
table eee ee in e div. cos 


ja my ns evil was expence. 
To ſupply it I fell into the dreadful 
and ruinous mode of raiſing money 
by annuities, The annuities: de- 
voured me. Still 1 exerted myſelf 
by every means to do what I 
thought right, and built my hopes 
of perfect extrication from all my 
difficulties when my young and 
beloved pupil ſhould come of age. 
But alas! during this interval, 
K 6 which 


6 2800 

which was not very long, I dees 
with: ſolemn truth, that I never 
varied from the ſteady belief of the 
Chriſtian doctrines! preached 
them with all my power, and kept 
back nothing from my congrega- 
tions which” I thought might tend 
to their” beſt welfare; and 1 was 
very ſucceſsful in this way during 
I: the time. Nor, though I ſpent in 

! diſſipation many hours which Iought 

| not, but to which my connections 


inevitably led, was 1 idle during 

| this period: as my Commentary on 
<4 the Bible, my [Sermons to Young 
| * Men, and ſeveral other publica- 
tions prove. I can ſay too, with 
(2910197 5 pleaſu res 


— OT OO Cn. 


/ 


= a 
pleaſure, that I ſtudiouſſy employed 


my intereſt, through the connec- 
tions I had, for the good of others, 
I never forgot or neglected the 


cauſe of the diſtreſſed; many, if 
need were, could bear me witneſs. 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, that during 
this period I. inſtituted the charity 
for the Diſcharge of Debtors. 


Such is the plain and ingenuous 
detail of myſelf. I ſincerely lament 
all I have done wrong. I love, and 
ever did, religion and goodneſs, I 
hate and abhor vice, and myſelf 


for ever having committed any. I 


look with peculiar deteſtation on 
the 


oe tt. 


the crime to which I am at preſent 
obndxious; and 1 
cke, of all things, if it be poſlible, 
to make amends--- the moſt ſin- 
cere and full confeſſion and humi- 
lation of myſelt. 
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Dr. DOD incloſed in a Lecter 
to 2 Ftiend fore time before he 


THOUGH I acknowled ge in 
all its atrocity, and more eſpecially 
with a view to my peculiar circum- 
ſtances and character, the offence 
for which I ſuffer,---yet, confider- 
ing that it is puniſhed with ſuch 


ſanguinary ſeverity in no commer- 


cial tate under heaven; and that in 


my caſe it has been fully atoned 
for, ſo far as human creatures can 


atone to each other; I cannot but 


judge 


a” 
9 


Py 


= ”——_— aims r 
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6184 Y 
judge my puniſhment rather hard: 


and ſtill more ſo, as that public 


(for Whoſe benefit and example ſuch 


ignominious death and puniſhment 
can alone be intended) has With a 
pleading, and almoſt unanimous 
voice ſupplicated the throne, in the 
moſt humble manner, to ſhew 


merey, and avert the abhorred 


ſtroke, by aſſigning another, though 
perhaps not leſs e. * 
ment. 2. tic 


* 
* 


D136? Od fl 1111979] N Siiuren 1 
In this diſpenſation, however, 1 
look. far beyond the hand of, poor 


human vengeance,, and . adore the 


Juſtice and goodneſs, of God, who 


eb correcting 


( 18; ) 
correcting me in judgment for devi- 
ations from the purity of his Gof- 


pel, as a diſtinguiſhed ininiſter of 


it, has been pleaſed to call me thus 
by death to proclaim my repen- 


tance, and to atteſt my faith in 


Him; and to declare to all my fel- 
lowy- creatures, and to my beloved 


countrymen in particular, for whoſe 
love to me I am under the higheſt 


obligations, my firm belief of the 
principles which I have long 
preached, and in my writings deli- 
vered with the utmoſt truth and 
ſincerity, and which I thus ſeal 
with my blood, in perfect reſigna- 
tion to the will of my adorable 
2 Ma ſte r, 
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Maſter, and in a firm dependence 
on. thoſe principles for the ſalvation 


of my own ſoul. 
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10 ET TE RS to two noble Lords 


of his Majeſty! s: Moſt, Honanrr 
able Priyy Council. [ad 
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1 5 oomaditthd- can 
crime, for which the ſentence. of 


„ 


* 
4 % 


the law has paſſed upon me; and 


whether that ſentence ſhall be exe- 
cutedd in its full rigour, may, per- 
haps, dep en the e of 
your Nan ni sss 
The 


lag 3 01 % in 44:3) 
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3 * Lord North, then Prime Miniſter. 
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The ſhame and felf-reproach 
with which 1 now ſolicit your com- 


miſcration, 1 hope no man will 
ever feel, who has not deſerved to 
feel them like myſelf. But I will 
not defpair of being heard with 
pity, when, under the terrors of a 
ſpeedy and diſgraceful odedth, 1 

moſt — jt your tLord- | 
ſhip's interceſſion." ddr 10 50115 


Dis den coco billzg zd wal od! 
-- My life Has not dies Gbolly uſe- 


leſs; I have lahou rd in my calling 
diligently and ſucceſsfully; bu 
ſucceſs inflamed my wanity, and my 


Heart betrayed me. Violent paſ-— 
fions have expoſed me to violent 


Feng Þ of 2 SY „ 
iN Sm] rech de Die.! 


temp- 


( 189 } 
temptations/; but I am not the firſt 
whom tem ptation has overthrown. 

Thave, in all my dev lations, kep t 
Right always in view, and have 
invariably reſolved to return to it. 
Whether, in a proſperous ſtate, I 
ſhould habe kept my reſolution, 


[= Pe par —_ me 


mon 1s 14. bas 179108 67 2 3918 360 

My crime TY been e atro- 
cious, but my puniſhment. has not 
been light. From Aa heighth of 
reputation, which perhaps |. raiſed 
envy in others, and certainly pro- 
duced! pride in myſelf, I have fal- 
len to the loweſt and groſſeſt infa- 


t 190 ) 
my; from an income which pru- 


dence might have made plentiful, 
F am reduced to he on theſe re- 
mains of Triad OY _— has 


left ne 

Foo oth 6 117 

When ſo {Ab e . 
t0 joſtice, 11 humbly- Intreat that 
life, ſuch as it muſt now be, may 


be given to mercy ; and that your 
Lordſhip's influence may be em- 
ployed in diſpoſing our Sovereign 
r 285 
1 © Your Lotdfhip's'' 
nt humble ns 
"WILLIAM DODD. 
Julie 11, 1777 © LET> 
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Mr 1686 

NOT many days are now to aſs 
before the fate of one of the maſt 
miſerable of human beings will be 
finally determined. Ihe efficacy 
of your Lordſhip's voice is well 
known; and whether I ſhall imme: 
diately ſuffer an ignominious death, 
or wander the reſt of my days in 
ignominious exile, your opinion 
will probably determine. Do not 
_ refule, "” . 0 hear the plea, 
haters 
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* Farl Mansfield, 
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whatever it may be, which I hum- 
'bly oppoſe to the extremity of 
Juſtice. | 


P 


I acknowledge, my Lord, the 
atrociouſneſs of my crime; I 
admit the truth of the verdict that 
condemned | me; yet T hope, that 
when my evil is cenſured, my good 
may likewiſe be remembered; and 
that it may be con ſidered how much 


hat ſociety, which is injured by 
| my fraud, has been benefited by 
my charitable labours.—I have of- 


fended; I am penitent; I entreat 


but for life, for a life which muſt 


3 paſs 


( 193 |) 
paſs certainly. in diſhonour, and 
probably in want. Do not refuſe, 
my Lord, to compaſſionate a man 
who, blaſted in fame, and ruined 
in fortune, yet ſhrinks with terror 
from the precipice of eternity. 
Let me live, however ' miſerable ; 
and let my miſeries warn all thoſe 
to whom they ſhall be known, 


againſt inc, vanity, and 
| profuſion. 


Once more, my Lord, let me 
beg for life ; and when you ſee me 
going from the gloom of a priſon 
to the penury of baniſhment, do 

; IL. not 


( 194 ) 
not conſider public juſtice as whol= 
ly unſatisfied dy the e of, 

„ 030 1 4 
Four Lordſhip's + 4 
| 2 humble W e t 


eli: \ WILLIAM DODD, 


| 1 IT, 1777. 8 


Dr. 
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[Dr. Dopp's Petition, preſented 
by his ee 


. the KING's Moſt Excellent 
"OP 


'SIR, 


"IT is moſt humbly repreſented 
ro your majeſty by William Dodd, 


he unhappy convict now / lying un- 


der ſentence of death! 


That William Dodd, acknow- 
ledging the juſtice of the ſentence 


denounced N bim Low no 
| St hope 


0 386 3: 
Hope or refuge but in your majeſty's 
clemency: 


That though to recollect or men- 
tion the uſefulneſs of his life, or 
the efficacy of his miniſtry, muſt 
overwhelm him, in his preſent 
condition, with ſhame and ſorrow, 
he yet humbly hopes that his paſt 
labours will not wholly be forgot» 
ten; and that the zeal, with which 
he has exhorted others to a good 
life, though it does not extenuate 
his crime, may mitigate his puniſh- 


That debaſed as he is by ignominy, 


and 


( thy ) 

and diſtreſſed as he is by poverty, 
| ſcorned by the world, and deteſted 
by himſelf, deprived of all exter- 
nal comforts, and afflicted by con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, he can derive 
no hopes of longer life, but that 
of repairing the injury he has done 
to mankind, by exhibiting an ex- 
ample of ſhame and ſubmiſſian, 
and of expiating his fins by * 
and penitence. C 


That for this end he humbly 
implores from the clemency of 
your Majeſty, the continuance of 
a life legally forfeited ; and of the 
* which by your gracious com- 
L 3 paſſion 
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paſſion he may yet live, no one 
___ ſhall paſs without a prayer, that 
your Majeſty, after a long life of 
happineſs and honour, may ſtand, 
at the day of final judgment, 
among the merciful that obtain 
_—_—_ 
So fervently prays the moſt diſ- 
treſſed and wretched of __ Ma- 
| jeſty's ſubjects. 


WILLIAM DODD. 


[Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dopp's Petition, preſented 
by herſelf. ] 


To the QUEEN's Moſt Excellent 
Majeſty. 


MADAM, 
II is moſt humbly repreſented 
| 6 Mary Dodd, the wife of Dr. 


William Dodd, now lying in pri- 


ſon under ſentence of death: 


That ſhe has been the wife of 
this unhappy man more than twen- 
ty-ſeven years, and has lived with 
him - in the greateſt happineſs 1 

15 4 | on”: [ 


4 by : . 8 z 
| * . 


of conjugal union, and the high- 
et ſtate of conjugal confidence: 


That ſhe has been a con- 
Kant + witneſs of his unwearied 
endeavours for public good, and 
his laborious attendance on cha- 
ritable inſtitutions. Many are the 
families horn his cre has deli- 
veted from want; many are the 
hearts which he his freed from 
pain, and the faces which he Has 
Cleared from ſorrow. 


* . 
: I. 


That Gene ſhe moſt humbly 
throws herſelf at the feet of the 
Queen, © earneftly intreating that 
10 ; | 5 4 8 the 


Kaen 
the petition of a diſtreſſed wife: 
aſking mercy for a huſband, may ; 


be conſidered as naturally ſoli- 


citing the compaſſion of her; 4 
Majeſty; and that wherr her wiſ- =P 


dom has compared the offender's 
good actions with his crime, ſhe 
will be pleaſed to repreſent his 
caſe to our moſt gracious Sovereign \ 
in ſuch terms as may diſpoſe him | 

to mitigate the rigour of the law. 


1 prays your Majeſty's moſt 


MARY DODD: 
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Such were the laſt thoughts of 


2 man whom we have ſeen exult - 
ing in popularity, and ſunk in 
ſhame. For his reputation, which 


no man ean give to himſelf, thoſe 


who conferred it are to anſwer. 
Of his public miniſtry, the means 
of judging were ſufficiently at- 
tainable. He muſt be allowed to 
preach well, whoſe fermons ſtrike 
his audience with forcible convic- 
fion. Of his life, thoſe who 


thought it conſiſtent with his doc- 


trine, 


( 203 ) 

trine, did not originally form falſe 
notions. He was at firſt what he 
endeavoured to make 6thers, but 
the world broke down his reſolu- 
tion, and he in titſe ceaſed to 
exemplify his own inſtructions. 


Let thoſs Who are tempted to 
his faults, tremble at his puniſh- 
ment; and thoſe whom he impreſ- 


ſed from the pulpit with religious 


ſentiments, endeavour to confirm 


them, by conſidering the regret 
and ſelf-abhorrence with which he 


reviewed in priſon his deviations 
from rectitude. 
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( 204 
Whatever aſſiſtance his anxiety 
might prompt him to ſolicit in 
forming the petitions, (which, 
however, he muſt be conſidered as 
confirming by his name, ) the ac- 
count of his paſt life, and of his 
| dying ſentiments, are the effuſions 
5 Fo : of his own mind. Thoſe who read 
0 them with the proper diſpoſition; 
3 © will not read in vain. 
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A few days before Dr. Dopp 

ſuffered death, the following ob- 
ſervations on the propriety of 
5 pardoning him, were written | 
yy and fent to the public bine 10 5 
"1 7. Johnſon. | 


- 


YESTERDAY was preſented to to 
the Secretary of State by Earl 
Percy, * petition in favour of 


Dr. Dodd, ſigned by twenty-thres 
thouſand hands. On this occaflon 


it is natural ta conſider, * 


That in aft countries penal laws 
"7 26h Have 


( 266 ) 
have been relaxed as particular rea- 
pat have emerged, 


* 


That a [lis eminently beneficent, 
a fingle ation eminently good, or 


even the power of being uſeful to 
the public, have been ſufficient to 


3 the life of a e : 


* : 
5. + 7 5 1 8 JUTE 


' 
8 4 . 
E.. 


g 4 That nc no arbiter of life and death 


Has ever been cenſured fox granting 


the life of a criminal to honeſt and 
powerful ſolicitation: . 1... + 


_— 


That the man for whom a na- 
tion petitions muſt be preſumed to 
have merit uncommon in kind or 


in 


( 27 ) 
in degree ; for however the mode 
of collecting ſubſcriptions, or the 
right of judgment exerciſed by 
the ſubſcribers, may be open to 


_— 


diſpute, it is at leaſt plain that 
ſomething is done for this man, 
that was never done for any other 
and Government, which muſt pro- 
ceed upon general views, may ra- 
tionally conclude that this man is 
ſomething better than other offen- 


ders have been, or has done ſome- 


thing more than others have done. 


That though the people cannot 
judge of the adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice ſo well as their governors, yet 

their 
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their voice has always been re- 


That this is à caſe in which the 

petitioners determine againſt their 
own intereſt; thoſe for whoſe pro- 
tection the law was made; intreat 
its felaxation, and our Governors 
eannot be charged with the conſe- 
quences which: the People bring 
_—_ thetiſelves': 


That as this is a caſe: en 
ample, it will probably be without 
eeuſequentes, and many ages will 
elapſe before ſuch à crime is again 
committed by ſack a man: 

119d That 


„ Ja 
That chough life be 85 jul 


tice may be ſatisfied with ruin, 
e, exile, infamy, and 
I ar „ | 


That if the people now commit 
an error, their error is on the part 
of mercy; and that perhaps hiſ- 
tory cannot thew a time in which 
the life of a criminal, guilty of 
nothing above fraud, was refuſed 
0 the cry of nations, to the joint 
ſupplication of three and twenty 
thouſand petitioners. 
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